2016 State Rally

Register now, don’t miss
out on a great time in
Wangaratta.

RV KNOW-HOW

More D shackle
information.

Truckies

Avoiding a disaster, safer
travelling for us all.
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Next Delegate’s Meeting

Sat 21st November 2015, Big4 Bendigo Marong Holiday Park,
1449 Calder Highway Marong 1.00pm.

Note: This meeting is on a Saturday. A BBQ has been organised
for lunch (prior to meeting) at 12noon.

State Rally Update.

RACVCC regrets that no Progress Report was available for the
August ACCVIC Meeting. This was due to the fact that the next
RACVCC Executive meeting is not until October (when all
registrations will be close to being finalised) and a comprehensive
report will be made. To date the necessary progress for this event
is up to date.

*Registration form and proposed activities are included towards the
end of this newsletter.

Helping Local Shires to Help Us

Recently we have had a club organise one of their rallies within the
Benalla Shire. After supplying the Shire with a summary of the
spending that took place by rally participants, the Shire then offered
to support any future rally in the area with vouchers for attending
events and local activities.

To support the clubs and local shires in having a supportive and
positive relationship in the future, one of our Delegates (Margaret),
has proposed that we obtain a list of all clubs intended rallies for
the next 12 months (e.g. 2016) so that we can advise the Local
Shires of each destination of the clubs intended visit/s. Thus by
providing them with an example of the benefits of these rallies
(using Benalla as an example) that they may be willing to support
your visits by way of free access to some activities or events.

We would be interested in your thoughts on this proposal, by
contacting the Secretary (see opposite).
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RV KNOW HOW- Shackles

Many times we have customers ask ‘Do you sell rated shackles?'
And the answer is 'Yes we do!'

There are rumours about specific requirements for D shackles being enforced by Police around
the Country™. These rumours claim Police have been issuing infringement notices for non-load rated
shackles, beingused to tow caravans, boats and trailers.

The Australian Standard AS 2741-2002, used to rate shackles, does not specifically apply to the use
of shackles for towing. The standard covers the use of shackles for lifting purposes.

However, we strongly recommend that rated shackles are always used to attach your caravan, boat or
trailer to the towing vehicle.

Using rated shackles will ensure that in the event of an emergency the shackle will do its job and will
also stop any confusion should you be pulled over, a cheap price to pay for a hassle free holiday.

The Caravan Industry recommendation is that shackles meeting the requirements of AS 2741-2002 be
used to secure safety chains up to 3500kg.

So, what is a Rated Shackle?
A rated shackle is one that is certified to meet Australian Standard AS 2741-2002.

Rated shackles are normally colour coded to identify their rating (the most commonly used rated
shackles have a yellow pin). These shackles will also have their rating clearly identifiable on the body of
the shackle itself.

They must have the WLL (working load limit), Grade (normally S or M) and the size marked on them, as
a minimum.

Our rated shackles are marked WLL1T, S grade, 10mm and colour coded yellow.

D shackles from a reputed Tow bar manufacturers (like Hayman Reese) with the manufacturers
brand stamped into the body of the shackle is considered of adequate strength for towing — but do not
show the rating on them. So itis hard to prove on the side of the road.

What Shackle do | need?

This depends on the ATM* of your caravan or boat, generally a shackle with a 1 tonne WLL will be more
than adequate. The WLL on a shackle means that the shackle can lift a load up to that weight. The breaking
strain of a rated shackle is 6 times the WLL.

The breaking strain of a shackle used for towing should be greater than 1% times the ATM of the caravan,
boat or trailer.

So if the ATM of your caravan, boat or trailer is 3 tonne and you have a shackle stamped WLL1T.
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Shackle rated at WLL1T X 6 times = 6 tonne.
ATM is 3 tonne x 1Yz times = 4.5 tonne.

Therefore a 1 tonne shackle is more than adequate to tow a caravan of 3 tonne. Don't forget to cross the
chains over when connecting them to your tow vehicle.

*This RV Know How gives general information relating to Rated Shackles. State Road and Transport Authority
regulations vary from state to state. You should always check legal requirements with the road authority of the state
that you are travelling in if you are unsure. Using rated shackles as detailed above will meet the requirements of Road
Authorities throughout Australia.

*ATM (Aggregate Trailer Mass) The total laden weight of a trailer, which includes the tow ball mass and whatever you
add as payload (e.g. water, gas, luggage). The ATM is specified by the trailer manufacturer and must not be
exceeded. The ATM will normally be stamped into the compliance plate of the caravan, boat or trailer.

“Our happiest moments as tourists always seem to come when we
stumble upon one thing while in pursuit of something else.” —
Lawrence Block

Portable Gas Burners (Stoves)

Members are asked to check their portable gas burners, as there have been a number
of recent events where they have exploded. Please ensure these items are stored
safely.

Remember, some states have banned the sale of portable gas burners (stoves).
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Not on a Sixpence

You can’t stop a big rig on sixpence

If only the car drivers knew

With such a long load you gotta have room
It takes just a gear change or two

And -

If | come along to a crossing

For you to walk out when you choose

Just think for a bit - if | have to pull up
Imagine the revs that | loose!

Then -

When | drive along in my Kenworth

| see all the cars weave and duck

They think its all fun but it isn’t for me,

| just can’t do that in my truck

And -

When you drive along all the back roads
And see the dead animals there

Don’t think for a minute that we didn’t wish
That we could just give ‘m a scare

Cos -

We can’t stop a big rig on sixpence

We need a fair distance for that

As we see roos coming we just grit our teeth
And hope that we don’t hear a...splat.....

So -

As we roll along all the highways

And look out our window at you

Just give us a wave — not the finger
We're doin’ what we have to do

Cos -

We cart all the grain for your brekky
We cart all the milk for your tea

We cart all the fruit for your family

We even cart fish from the sea

So -

When you drive along in your auto

And you pull in front of a truck

Just think of what’s pushing behind him
Or BOTH of us might need some luck
Cos -

We can’t stop a big rig on sixpence
And when you don’t know what you’'ve done

We have to decide how to miss you

And that’s when we tend to have fun ...

Of course there’s some cowboys among us
And sometimes we owe it to you

But just try to think of us kindly

It's a hell of a job that we do.

2004 Cheryl (Cill) Van Der Velden
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President’s Prattle.

(Melbourne August 2015)

Thank you for accepting responsibility for providing refreshments for the
following Meetings to: August, John & Yvonne Marks from Combined CC
Vic.; November, Chris Brooshooft from Central Vic CC.; February, Monika
Birthisel, of Victorian Caravan Club, and May, Bruce Willett of Ballarat
Caravan Club.

Recently we seem to be encountering inconsistencies in van park office procedures, like
being told by one staff member that we each must ring and pay a deposit to be sure of a site,
then when another member rings to do so, is told that’s not necessary; or, one office person
accepts a booking, but, as if they each have a different recording method, when a member
calls the park, another staff member says they can find no record of such a booking.

This is frustrating and causes a lack of confidence. Just in the last week our Club arrived at a
park expecting to occupy 3 unsuits which had been booked and confirmed. Only 2 were
available, and the “reason” offered, we're only standing in temporarily, and there is no record
of 3 being booked.

| would appreciate hearing from any clubs or their members who have had similar
experiences. It would help if you can name the parks concerned, but by all means tell me if
you do not want names to go any further.

Numurkah Caravan Park has a nice touch to their fee structure. They offer a Seniors discount
on production of a Seniors Card.

Laurie Allen

President

STATE RALLY - 2016

The RACV Caravan Club will be hosting the next State Rally to be held from Fri 22" April through to Mon
25 April 2016.

The rally will be held at the “Painters Island” Caravan Park, Wangaratta.

Clubs are asked to place the State Rally into their 2016 rally calendar.
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State Rally Programme

Responsibility

FRIDAY 22

Arrival

Afternoon Tea and Coffee available

Division 3/4 RACVCC

Evening

Initial coming together in the Marquee.

Pancakes for Dessert

Division 4 RACVCC

8.00pm

Welcome by Assoc Pres and RACVCC

SATURDAY 23

9.30am

Official Opening in the Marquee

Coffee and Muffins Morning Tea

Division 5 RACVCC

11.00am

Guided 1 hour Bus Tour of Wang and
surrounds $5

Free walking tours of Wang

12.30pm

Community Lunch BYO marquee

1.30pm

Bowls (Bowlers only)

Games in the Park

Klop/Giant Jenga/Giant Pick up
sticks/Parents v Kids etc

Wangaratta Visits (see separate list)

5.00pm

Drinks and Nibbles BYO

7.00pm

Dinner in Marquee

Division 3 RACVCC

Entertainment/Music for dancing

SUNDAY 24

8.00am-9.00am

Cooked Breakfast

Division 1 RACVCC

King Valley Winery Bus Tour with lunch
(All Day)

Glen Rowan Tag along (All Day)

Brown Bros / Sam Miranda /Milawa
Bakery and Cheese with Morning Tea
and lunch stops. Bus Tour

Rail Trail Bike Ride to Milawa

10.30am

Morning tea available

RACVCC

12.30pm

Lunch BYO Communal

1.30pm

Free Time

Beechworth Honey Tour and Tasting

5.00pm

Drinks and Nibbles BYO with Sunday
Club Roast

7.30pm

Movie in the Marquee with Supper

RACVCC

MONDAY 25

Dawn Service in Wang

8.30am

Breakfast Sausage Sizzle
Close of Rally

Division 2 RACVCC

11.00am

Parade Wang

Morning tea available / BYO Lunch
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Wangaratta Tours / Visits on Saturday

Woollen Mills

Sock Factory Demonstrations Given

Wang Woodworkers. Afternoon teas on request.

Wilanjie Coloured Sheep. Demonstrations and afternoon Tea.

Wang Bus Tour $285 for 57 people for just over one hour including guide = $5pp

King Valley Wineries $990 for 57 people for full day tour= $17.50pp

Tour Explanations.

Tour of Wangaratta is 1 hour with a guide to orientate and show what can be seen and done in
Wang.

Honey Tour to Beechworth is a tagalong tour. Takes 25 minutes. Very interesting. Tasting and
afternoon tea available (cost)

Bus Tour to 4 King Valley wineries with one being selected by Bus Company for lunch. (Purchase or
BYO) Adequate time at each winery departs 9.30 and returns 4.00pm

Bus tour to Milawa /Oxley. Morning Tea at King Valley Café (Cost). Visit to Cheese factory for talk
and tasting/ Mustard seed shop and Brown Bros Winery. Departs 10.00am and returns 2.30 -
3.00pm

Tagalong to Glenrowan....Ned Kelly and Bailey’s winery. Lunch if required or picnic

Plenty of rail trails around for cyclists.

We realise people can do all of this by themselves in cars but at all of the locations group bookings are
needed. The King Valley wineries are very popular and bus travel, if tasting, is probably safer.

The honey tour leaves every 10 minutes but groups must book in.

“Thanks to the interstate highway system, it is possible to travel from
coast to coast without seeing anything.” — Charles Kuralt
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