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ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN 

CLUBS VICTORIA AND THEIR 

MEMBERS INC. 

NEWSLETTER MAY 2015 VOLUME 30 - ISSUE 2 

Delegates Meeting for the next 12 Months 

All Delegate meetings will now be held on Saturdays during 2015-

2016. The following are the dates for the forthcoming meetings 

(note, starting times do vary): 

Sat 22nd August 2015 Ross House, 247 Flinders Lane 

Melbourne 10.30am. 

Sat 21st November 2015 Big4 Bendigo Marong Holiday Park, 

1449 Calder Highway Marong 1.00pm. 

Sat 20th February 2016 Ross House, 247 Flinders Lane 

Melbourne 10.30am. 

Sat 21st May 2016 Welcome Stranger Holiday Park, 263 Scott 

Parade Ballarat 1.00pm. 

Caravan Shows 

The caravan shows throughout Victoria offer clubs the opportunity 

to enlighten prospective members and RV travellers on the 

benefits of joining a caravan club. 

There are four main shows where ACCVic provides a stand for this 

purpose. 

The Bendigo and Albury shows are already well supported by 

volunteers from clubs in those areas. 

There is a need for more volunteers to man the stands at both 

metropolitan shows (Show Grounds, was transferred from 

Caulfield) and Sandown. 

All stands are setup and materials provided by ACCVic. 

Volunteers need to contact the Secretary (Ken Slade) before 

August for us to be allocated a stand in the 2016 shows. 

New Committee 

President: Laurie Allen  

(Knox Caravan & Camping 

Club) 

Vice-President : Margaret 

Matthews (Cell Caravan 

Owners Club) 

Secretary: Ken Slade 

(RACVCC) 

Treasurer: Gary Fitzgerald 

(Bendigo Caravan Club) 

Committee Members:  

Peter Hillas  (Central Victoria 

Caravan Club/RACVCC)                     

Bob Jobling (RACVCC) 

 

CONTACT US 

ACCVIC Inc. 

03 9764 1686 

admin@accvic.org.au 

www.accvic.org.au 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.doityourselfrv.com/funny-rv-vw-fifth-wheel/&ei=gWnqVKrGMMun8AXa-oLYAg&bvm=bv.86475890,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHar-jMr347mXqdcURr9d15moMaXA&ust=1424734894505390
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Note from the Secretary. 

I have served in the office of Secretary over the past few years and would like to thank both Peter Hillas & 

Kevin Doherty for their services to our Association. 

Both have worked tirelessly for our benefit & the Association has prospered under their guidance. 

Both have been a pleasure to work with as I know the new members of the committee will be also. We have 

had some tricky issues over the time but they have been handled with tact and the knowledge of the correct 

way to handle them for the best results. The Association should be thankful of their efforts & I for one am 

happy that neither is being lost & that they are continuing to be of service to the Association albeit in 

different capacities. Well done guys!!!!! 

Ken Slade – Continuing to be Secretary. 

Club Affiliates 

We would like to welcome the WVL Caravan Group to the Association. This club evolved from residents of 

a Metropolitan Retirement Village. 

It is with regret that the Geelong Caravan Club Inc has had its membership suspended due to outstanding 

matters of non-compliance with our rules of membership which have been in dispute over an extended 

period. The club would be welcome back to the Association 

should it comply with the non-compliance matters. 

State Rally Co-ordinator 

Kevin Doherty (outgoing Treasurer) has been appointed to this 

position so as to assist in the preparation of future State rallies. 

This will allow us to improve on any issues that may arise from 

one rally to the next and be able to assist clubs organising future State rallies. 

2016 – National Rally Canberra 

The rally is to be held at EPIC (Showgrounds) in Canberra - 19th Sep to 28th Sep 2016.  

 

They already have 500+ registrations for this National Rally. 

One of the main events that will be held during this time is 

“Floriade – Australia’s biggest celebration of spring – returns to 

Canberra for the 29th year.” 

 

Registration form and other relevant information is available 

from the rally web site at: www.16thnatcaravanrally.org.au. 

 

“It is more fun to talk with someone who doesn’t use long, difficult 

words but rather short, easy words like, What about lunch?” - A.A. 

Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh 

PLACE 
YOUR 

ADVERTISEMENT 

WITH US 

http://www.16thnatcaravanrally.org.au/
http://www.floriadeaustralia.com/media/nightfest/
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NACC Benefits 

The online database for use by Club Secretaries has had great reviews during the recent 

testing phase and we were able to accommodate a couple of requests by clubs for 

additional reports etc. 

Clubs have been advised of their login requirements and we expect to see an increase in 

the use of the site (https://www.nacc.asn.au) and the database as clubs enter their own members. 

We also expect that we will receive further feedback and requests for specific additions that clubs may feel 

they need – these should be directed to Rin Klasen the NACC Secretary. 

Don’t forget that the NACC Benefits registration offers you a possible substantial saving on your RV 

insurance cost. 

Share your Experiences 

Clubs and Members are encouraged to provide us with any 

interesting stories of RV travels along with interesting photos for 

inclusion in this newsletter or on our web site. 

Articles or Items can be sent to either newsletter@accvic.org.au, 

webmaster@accvic.org.au or posted to the ACCVic Secretary. 

Tail Lamps on Caravans – being targeted 

The law was changed in 2014 and up to now some 40 owners have 

been booked and getting a $400 fine plus 3 demerit points for 

having incorrectly positioned tail lamps on their vans. 

The category these standards come under are “Vehicle Standards Bulletin VSB1”. 

Scope: This Vehicle Standards Bulletin applies to road trailers—including new trailers or used imported 

trailers—with an aggregate trailer mass (ATM) of 4.5 tonnes (4,500kg) or less. 

I am sure we will hear more about this. You can view more details by visiting the web site: 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/vsb1/, here you will find a range of issues 

that may affect you. 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

Accidents which have occurred as a result of carbon monoxide poisoning or asphyxiation are caused by a 
combination of circumstances, usually involving two or more of the following factors: 

 Inadequate ventilation (permanent air inlets) 
 Unsatisfactory fluing 
 Poor appliance performance 
 User interference 
 Lack of routine maintenance 

Could this be a problem for you? Carbon monoxide detectors are available with prices from $80 upwards. 

https://www.nacc.asn.au/
mailto:newsletter@accvic.org.au
mailto:webmaster@accvic.org.au
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/vsb1/
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Outgoing President 

(Ballarat-May 2015) 

As I come to the end of my term as your President it gives me much pleasure to 

report on our achievements over the past year. ACCVic is a modern Association 

which is always striving to improve the conditions and enjoyment of our club 

members. This doesn’t just happen, it involves many people giving up their time 

and effort to work for these benefits. They all enjoy contributing to the RV users’ 

enjoyment and cost savings where possible. 

Due to lack of volunteers being available, we decided to have a year off from the 

caravan show stands. We need to discuss whether we would like to take up this activity next year due to 

the need to register our interest with CIA Assn of Vic. The registration process starts approximately six 

months prior to each show. 

Our National Association of Caravan Clubs is working very hard to establish a member database which will 

provide much needed information to enable them to negotiate more member benefits. My sincere thanks to 

our member Gary Fitzgerald (Bendigo CC), who has been working with the Company Secretary, Rin Klasen 

on this project. This database will make our Club Secretary’s’ job much easier and will be a real winner 

when we change office bearers. As all clubs are aware, the cost of registering with NACC has been 

reduced to $1.00 per member. 

The 2016 State Rally planning and preparations are well in hand with the RACVCC and I would encourage 

all clubs to include the dates in their rally calendar. It will be a good opportunity to meet members from 

other clubs and make new friends. They are always a lot of fun so please support the rally. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to our Association Executive and Delegates for 

their support and efforts over the past year. I extend a special thanks to Treasurer Kevin Doherty who is 

standing down at this meeting. Kevin has provided the Executives and Delegates with very timely and 

easily read financial reports. Thank you Kevin. Our Secretary Ken Slade has continued to provide all clubs 

with very informative and detailed reports on our activities. Laurie Allen (Vice President), Andy Grenfell 

(Technical Officer) and Gary Fitzgerald (Newsletter Editor) have all undertaken their tasks on members’ 

behalf for which I am very grateful. 

I would like to wish the incoming Executive my best wishes and I am sure the delegates will continue to 

provide them with support. It is always easier if we work together as a team to achieve member benefits 

both at a State and National level. 

May you have many years of happy and safe caravan and RV travels. 

Peter Hillas 

 “Friends are people that know you very well and like you anyway.” – 

Greg Tamblyn 
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Mo TOURing Australia 

Due to various reasons we have not yet had a meeting this year but much has still been going on with various 

submissions being done to Government Groups in all States as well as our Government Liaison Officer attending 

meetings and workshops with Government Bodies where subjects such as road safety programs for 

caravanners, road signage on Highways, etc. were discussed. 

As you are aware Mo Touring arranged the insurance scheme for caravanners and passed it onto the NACC for 

us to benefit from and now some members of clubs are saving up to $1,000 whilst others find that it’s not in 

their best interest to change from their current insurer but I urge all to read what the benefits are by taking out 

this insurance against what their policy covers now. 

Our next meeting will be held at Newcastle on June 10th and I will provide a report from that which will be in 

time hopefully to go out with the minutes. 

RV Clubs of Australia 

RV Clubs of Australia Directors have been busy with meetings on skype and phone hook ups as we work towards 

the public launch in the next couple of months. We also have a meeting of Directors in Newcastle on June 10th so 

it will be a busy day. 

RV Clubs of Australia has had a great response all areas of government who are thrilled that at last there is one 

body representing as one all RV travellers. Our Chairman Ken Kipping has had the honour of being invited to 

attend. 

Just recently one of these functions was a major national road safety meeting which was attended by all State 

Government Transport Ministers as well as heads of trucking companies with the result that we will have 

support from the trucking industry in our efforts to get more rest areas around our country. The push will be 

road safety both for us as well as truck drivers. 

This is a plea for assistance from all clubs to get RV Clubs of Australia running as it should we need urgent funds 

and I ask you the delegates to please consider discussing with your club committee and members ways that you 

may be able to assist this group. Maybe you could arrange a small raffle or likewise, every dollar will help. One 

club the ATCM&CC have donated $1,000 to the cause and this is a help, but we fall far behind what the CMCA has 

already spent. 

As I have discussed before the RV Clubs of Australia has directors from the NACC, CMCA & ATCM&CC and it is 

one body working for all RV Travelers. 

Moria Shire RV Study Group 

I have also since our last meeting been accepted as a Delegate from the NACC  & ACCVIC onto the RV Study group 

with the Moria Shire here in Victoria and have attended my first meeting with the next one to be held on June 

2nd. 

The shire is very progressive in looking at ways to provide more rest areas and dump points within the shire. 

The plan is for a 2-year study that after my first meeting I feel will be needed as the council works to hopefully 

changing the current laws in regards to camping within the shire. Brian Kelleher 
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Incoming President’s Prattle. 

(Ballarat-May 2015) 

Thank-you to the Delegates who have put me into this position, to Peter, 

Ken and Kevin for their guidance in the last twelve months, and to Peter in 

particular for his untiring work for the Association. His are big shoes to fill.  

The new Committee has a number of familiar faces, but I say thank-you to 

Margaret Matthews for accepting the position of Vice President. I hope you 

enjoy the participation. 

At the May General Meeting, a letter was read to the Meeting from Benalla Rural City 

Council, which, in part, reads:  

“What a lovely surprise it was to receive your message regarding the Knox Caravan and 

Camping Club visit to Benalla.  Your feedback is very helpful and will assist in presenting a 

positive experience to caravanners and RV owners when they visit Benalla.    

I appreciate the information you have provided on expenditure as it clearly informs us of the 

value of the caravan and RV visitors to our economy.    

We would love to see you again and next time let us know you are coming and we can 

provide you with tailored information packages for your members and could look at 

organising vouchers at some of our attractions and recreational activities.” 

This is precisely why we are requesting clubs to inform us of how much is spent by members 

in the district where a rally has been held.  

All it takes is to request each member to write on a scrap of paper the total amount spent, 

and pass it on to our Secretary. If, only about half respond, you may report that 50% of our 

members spent a total of $2300, thus indicating that probably that amount should be 

doubled. 

Laurie Allen 

President 

 

THE NEXT STATE RALLY – 2016 

The RACV Caravan Club will be hosting the next State Rally to be held from Fri 22nd April through to Mon 

25th April 2016. 

The rally will be held at the “Painters Island” Caravan Park, Wangaratta. 

Clubs are asked to place the State Rally into their 2016 rally calendar.  
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State Rally Programme 

   Responsibility 

FRIDAY 22  Arrival  

  Afternoon Tea and Coffee available Division 3/4 RACVCC 

 Evening Initial coming together in the Marquee.  

  Pancakes for Dessert Division 4 RACVCC 

 8.00pm Welcome by Assoc Pres and RACVCC  

    

SATURDAY 23 9.30am Official Opening in the Marquee  

  Coffee and Muffins Morning Tea Division 5 RACVCC 

 11.00am Guided 1 hour Bus Tour of Wang and 
surrounds $5 

 

  Free walking tours of Wang  

 12.30pm Community Lunch BYO marquee  

 1.30pm Bowls (Bowlers only)  

  Games in the Park  

  Klop/Giant Jenga/Giant Pick up 
sticks/Parents v Kids etc 

 

  Wangaratta Visits (see separate list)  

 5.00pm Drinks and Nibbles BYO  

 7.00pm Dinner in Marquee Division 3 RACVCC 

  Entertainment/Music for dancing  

    

SUNDAY  24 8.00am-9.00am Cooked Breakfast Division 1 RACVCC 

  King Valley Winery Bus Tour with lunch 
(All Day) 

 

  Glen Rowan Tag along (All Day)  

  Brown Bros / Sam Miranda /Milawa 
Bakery and Cheese with Morning Tea 
and lunch stops. Bus Tour 

 

  Rail Trail Bike Ride to Milawa  

 10.30am Morning tea available RACVCC 

 12.30pm Lunch BYO Communal  

 1.30pm Free Time  

  Beechworth Honey Tour and Tasting  

 5.00pm Drinks and Nibbles BYO with Sunday 
Club Roast 

 

 7.30pm Movie in the Marquee with Supper RACVCC 

    

MONDAY 25  Dawn Service in Wang  

 8.30am Breakfast Sausage Sizzle 
Close of Rally 

Division 2 RACVCC 

 11.00am Parade Wang  

  Morning tea available / BYO Lunch  
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Wangaratta Tours / Visits on Saturday 

 Woollen Mills 

 Sock Factory Demonstrations Given 

 Wang Woodworkers. Afternoon teas on request. 

 Wilanjie Coloured Sheep. Demonstrations and afternoon Tea. 

Wang Bus Tour $285 for 57 people for just over one hour including guide = $5pp 

King Valley Wineries $990 for 57 people for full day tour= $17.50pp 

Tour Explanations. 

 Tour of Wangaratta is 1 hour with a guide to orientate and show what can be seen and done in 
Wang. 
 

 Honey Tour to Beechworth is a tagalong tour. Takes 25 minutes. Very interesting. Tasting and 
afternoon tea available (cost) 
 

 Bus Tour to 4 King Valley wineries with one being selected by Bus Company for lunch. (Purchase or 
BYO) Adequate time at each winery departs 9.30 and returns 4.00pm 
 

 Bus tour to Milawa /Oxley. Morning Tea at King Valley Café (Cost). Visit to Cheese factory for talk 
and tasting/ Mustard seed shop and Brown Bros Winery. Departs 10.00am and returns 2.30 -
3.00pm 
 

 Tagalong to Glenrowan….Ned Kelly and Bailey’s winery. Lunch if required or picnic 
 

 Plenty of rail trails around for cyclists. 
 

We realise people can do all of this by themselves in cars but at all of the locations group bookings are 

needed. The King Valley wineries are very popular and bus travel, if tasting, is probably safer. 

The honey tour leaves every 10 minutes but groups must book in. 

 

 “The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one 

page.” – St Augustine 



STATE RALLY 2016

Painters Island Caravan Park
2 Pinkerton Crescent

Wangaratta Victoria

Friday 22 to Monday 25 April

REGISTRAR ANNE CECIL 0418 346 925 bj.plastics@bigpond.com

REGISTRATION PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS FOR ALL INFORMATION 

Last Name/s and 

Preferred Name/s

Address (Postal)

State Post Code

Telephone (Home) _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _

Mobile 1 _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ Mobile 2 _ _ _ _  _ _ _   _ _ _

Email Club/Ass’n

Emergency Contact

Telephone (Home) _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ Mobile _ _ _ _  _ _ _   _ _ _

Special needs requirements Please provide details (Limited sites available)

Site / facilities 

Juniors (no charge)

Surname Preferred Name Age

Surname Preferred Name Age

Surname Preferred Name Age

Extra Adults ($10 each)

Surname Preferred Name

Registration & Payment

Cheques are to be made payable to:
“Association of Caravan Clubs Victoria”

Electronic Funds Transfer to Association of Caravan Clubs
Bendigo Bank BSB 633108 A/C No 130077191 

For EFT payment, use full name as reference, so the 
Registrar can match your payment with your registration.

Note: Registrations close 15th October, 2015, to include 
Registration fee ‡ & all Dinners †  Non refundable

Balance to be paid in full by 15th February, 2016

Van Site Fee from page 2 $

Dinner † from page 2 $

Tours from page 2 $

Registration fee ‡ 
$20 per Single, 

$30 per double/family
Plus $10 @ extra adult

$

Total Fees Paid $

Balance owing $

I agree to abide by the State Rally Committee Rules and Regulations pertaining to Safety and Welfare.

Signature Date

Registration Forms complete with payments to be sent to the Registrar: Page 1 of 2

Anne Cecil PO Box 114, Puckapunyal Victoria 3662  bj.plastics@bigpond.com

mailto:bj.plastics@bigpond.com


Association of Caravan Clubs Victoria
STATE RALLY 2016

Van Site Fees 

Please 
Tick 

Wed 20 Thur 21 Fri 22 Sat 23 Sun 24 Mon 25 No. Nights Total $

Nights 
Attending

Power @
$30.00

$

Please note three (3) night minimum stay, except for families with school 
children & younger where a (2) night minimum will apply.

Cabins are available at $80 per night. 

Total caravan length: ball to rear  …………….…. Metres

If arriving earlier than Wed 20th and/or departing later than Mon 25th, please 
advise Date of Arrival ……./……/…… and Date of Departure ……./……/……

Are you bringing a pet? Yes or No ………. 

Non Power 
@ $22.00

$

Cabin @ 
$80.00

$

Van / Cabin
Site Fee Total

$

Meals No.
Serves

Cost Total $

Friday 22/4 Welcome Dessert: Pancakes * n/a n/a

Saturday 23/4

Dinner † : Fully catered 2 course: choice of 3 meats, 
vegetables / salads & choice of 3 desserts:
Adult $25                Juniors 13 & under $15 
or 13 yrs & under Children’s meal $5 (party pies etc incl a 
dessert)

A
J
C

$25.00
$15.00
$5.00

$
$
$

Sunday 24/4 Breakfast: Bacon, egg, tomatoes, toast, juice * n/a n/a

Monday 25/4 Sausage sizzle breakfast * n/a n/a

* Please note the FREE meals will be 1 serve per registered member 
Check the Newsletter for full details

Total $

Bus Tours & Self Drive Tours No.
Tickets

Cost Total $

1 Saturday 23/4
Bus Tour - 1 hour am –Tour of Wangaratta & 
surrounds, places of interest

$5.00 $

2 Sunday 24/4
Bus Tour - Full  day – 4 Wineries & other places of
interest. Lunch to purchase or BYO

$17.50 $

3 Sunday 24/4
Bus Tour - Cheese maker, King Valley Café, Brown 
Bros, Mustard Seed producer

$10.00 $

4 Sunday 24/4 Drive & Beechworth honey tour Free

5 Sunday 24/4 Drive to Glenrowan Free

Some tours are subject to numbers
Check the Newsletter for full details

Total $

Activities of Interest

Please indicate number of adults

Lawn Bowls No. Saturday p.m. (Bowlers only)

PETS: All pets must be confined or tethered on a leash of 2 metres or less.
Pets are not allowed in buildings, marquees or eating areas.
Owners are responsible for the behaviour of their pets.

SMOKING: Smoking is not allowed in buildings, marquees, eating areas or any communal gathering area.

Registration Forms complete with payments to be sent to the Registrar: Page 2 of 2

Anne Cecil PO Box 114, Puckapunyal Victoria 3662  bj.plastics@bigpond.com

mailto:bj.plastics@bigpond.com
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