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Delegate’s Meetings.

To be held at Ross House,
247 Flinders Lane Melbourne.
4™ Floor. Room 4.1

Hayden Raysmith Room.

July / August Executive meeting only

October 14 2018 To be held at the State
Rally. Exact times - TBA
March 2, 2019 10.30 a.m. - Ross House

Association of Caravan Clubs
Victoria and Their Members Inc.

Newsletter May 2018

This newsletter includes the Association’s AGM.

Only two clubs did not send representatives to the AGM.

THANK YOU TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT.

Ken Slade has been president of the Association for the past two years and
is now retiring from this role. However he took on President when he was
retiring from the role of Secretary, which he had very capably filled for the
five years prior to that. Of course, before that he played a very important
part in the Victorian National Rally committee, being Newsletter editor
and MC for the event at Elmore. Thank you, Ken, for your tremendous

May 4, 2019 10.30 a.m. - Ross House
November 23 2019 10:30 a.m. - AGM
Also held at Ross House

input into ACCVic and we are very pleased that we will not lose your
wealth of knowledge as you have agreed to continue to be a member of
the Executive Committee.

President’s report

As your retiring President | would take this opportunity to thank the members of the Committee for their support over the
past year. Jen is a fabulous Secretary, just ask & it happens, Gary as Treasurer does a marvellous job in keeping the funds un-
der control, Kevin as State Rally Co-ordinator has done a great job in overseeing our State Rallies & keeping me in order, Peter,
as usual, in the background doing his work as our NACC representative & also co-ordinating our representation at Caravan
Shows. Our other two, Robert & Andy have had other problems this year but are always there when needed. | would like to
make mention of one other person, always there to help, doesn’t want to take office but is there in the background doing his
thing. | thank Bob Jobling for his support over the time | have or we have been involved with ACCVic. Thanks Bob.

| have learnt over my period in the chair just how important our Association is to the overall picture of touring & caravanning
within our great country. A strong voice is paramount to our ability to sway Councils, Local Governments & the like to pave the
way for a stronger & greater say in how our industry can benefit travellers & the destinations we as tourists visit & contribute
to the economy of those towns & shire areas. Our ACCVic is only the start, we then move to the NACC which represents all
State Associations, from there to the RVAust. All this gives us a much stronger voice with State & Federal Departments on
getting a better deal for all RV travellers.

With regard to ACCVic it is important for us to remain a strong unit and an enthusiastic member of NACC. We have, in the near
future, a Victorian National Rally & we are now in the timeframe to start looking for a venue to stage this event.

I must admit | have not been a highly productive President, looking at the work Peter Hillas & Brian Kelleher put into this
position makes me feel quite inadequate. The team we have in place for the ensuing year is strong & of great benefit to our
Association, with Robert Taylor as V/P we have some new enthusiasm within the Executive, all we need now is a President to
head up this excellent team for the ensuing year.

DISCLAIMER Continued on page 2.......cccceveeeen.

The material in this Newsletter is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports, nor is intended to be advice on
any particular matter. No person should act on the basis of any matter contained in the Newsletter without considering and,
if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances. The Association of Caravan Clubs
Victoria Inc, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done,
any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the Newsletter.
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This last year has brought new challenges within the administration of ACCVic
with deciding to change our financial year & AGM dates, this has put added pres-
sure to the Secretaries job in sorting it all out. Representation at selected Cara-
van & Camping Shows was reintroduced thanks to Peter Hillas & his close associ-
ation with Caravan Industries Australia. The State Rally coming up in Wodonga
has been organised & a special thanks to North East CC for heading up this event.

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

Much work has been done by NACC in the PLI area, which will give us a much better coverage on both a Club & administration
level. This new concept brings all States under the one PLI banner. Our meetings this year have been well attended & we thank
all delegates for their time & effort in this regard. Club delegates are hard to find & are a hardy breed so thanks again for your
support.

In conclusion thank you all once again & | now retire gracefully.

Ken Slade — President ACCVic.

THANK YOU TO THE RETIRING VICE PRESIDENT.

Kevin Doherty came on to the Committee of ACCVic as treasurer in 2012, and held that position for three years. 2015 saw
Kevin continue in the committee as State Rally Co-ordinator. In 2016 he was elected Vice President and continued as State
Rally co-ordinator, both positions he held for the next two years. Kevin has been a highly contributing member of ACCVic in all
his roles and we thank him very much for his input. We wish you all the best with your future caravanning pursuits without the
worry of ACCVic responsibilities.

Treasurer - Gary Fitzgerald presented a very comprehensive financial report.

It was agreed that the Annual Membership fee for clubs remain at $45. However the cost of Public Liability Insurance will
increase by $1.00 per caravan to $6.00 per caravan. Your club secretary has been provided with the background information
regarding this increase.

Election of Office Bearers:

All positions were declared vacant.

Brian Kelleher, past president of ACCVic, and life member, took the chair for the election of office bearers.

President Harald Pries
Vice-President Robert Taylor
Secretary Jen Lowe
Treasurer Gary Fitzgerald
Committee Peter Hillas

John Symons

Other Appointments:
Assistant Secretary No nominations or volunteers yet

Assistant Treasurer No nominations or volunteers yet

Auditor That John Fitzpatrick be appointed as auditor for the 2018-2019 financial year.
Newsletter Editor Allan Davis

Webmaster Gary Fitzgerald

State Rally Co-ordinator Robert Taylor

Public Relations Officer Peter Hillas.




ACCVic State Rally 2018 |
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Family Name/s.....ccoueeeeeerieececeeerrere e cvee e =3[ IR RRPRT
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Any others attending. Yes/No If yes please attach a separate sheet of paper with details
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.......................................................... State.......ccceveveenenenn POStCOde e
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Telephone (HOME).....ccoeveieieieeece e MODIIE....oicve et
Special Needs: Please provide details on attached separate sheet of paper..

VEHICLE TYPE CAR/CARAVAN CAR/CAMPER TRAILER FIFTH WHEELER
\Circle} MOTORHOME MOTORHOME/CAR OTHER

VAN LENGTH IN METRES CAR REG

COUPLED LENGTH IN METRES VAN REG.

Will you be bringing a generator? YES / NO. Hours are strictly 9.00 am to 8.00 pm.
If you are on power you may need a 35 metre lead and 10 Amp adaptability.

Are you bringing a pet? No pets to be around food areas. Pets must be on a leash 2 metre
length or less.

VAN SITE FEES POWERED 2 NIGHTS $55.00 | 3 NIGHTS $70.00
UNPOWERED 2 NIGHTS $36.00 3 NIGHTS $45.00

Circle which nights you are staying. Thur. Fri. Sat.

Cheques are to be made payable to: SITE FEE S

“ACCVic Inc.”

Electrariic Bunds Transtert REGISTRATION FEE

ectronic Funds Transfer to: .

“ACCVic Inc.” Per Site $35.00

For EFT payment, use Full Name as reference so the $36 Per Person S

Registrar can match your payment with your registration. Must be paid with registration.

TOTAL S

Post this completed form or a copy of it before 31st July 2018
with cheque or notification of EFT to:
The Registrar, ACCVic Rally 2018, 14 Maryville Way, THURGOONA, 2640. NSW.

More details about the State Rally at Wodonga can be found

at the ACCVic web site - www.accvic.org.au
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State Rally Update

Registration forms have been sent to each Club
Secretary as well as the program for the upcoming
State Rally to be held at the Wodonga Racecourse /
Showground complex on October 11" to the 14th
October this year.

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

The North East Victoria Caravan Club, State Rally committee members have worked
tirelessly to ensure a great Rally is on offer where the comfort and enjoyment for all
attendees has been our first consideration.

You will notice on the program that there are many attractions for you to enjoy that are
often overlooked as you pass the Albury Wodonga area.

Apart from the Flying Fruitfly Circus rehearsals (Gold Coin Donation), the Logistics Center at
Chiltern and the Bonegilla Migrant Center a highlight of the weekend will be a visit to the
Bandiana Military Museum. This Museum is a security sensitive attraction that will require
you to book and for us to have your name in to them three days before we visit. Due to
these requirements we will be running a bus/buses to the Military Base and a S5 cost will
cover the visit. Please indicate your intention and include the $5

I’m sure you will recognize that the Rally is value for money, as the registration fee for
inclusion in this rally covers you for all morning and afternoon tea’s, a cooked breakfast on
each of the three days and a sausage sizzle and dessert tea on the Friday night as well as
prizes for the many events taking place over the course of the weekend.

The “Petticoat Couture and Top Hat and Tails” dress up should be a lot of fun and some of
the beautiful creations paraded when we had it at our rally had to be seen to be believed.
Please come and show us your creativity.

Registrations are flowing in already so please if you have any questions or problems give
me a call and | will get back to you with an answer quick smart.

Ring me on 0438291332 or email me on pony4190@gmail.com

Rhona
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 31ST OF July 2018
L] ]
. v 1Enjoy Life.
= Jt has an expiration date.
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“Wherever you are, you’re not alone”

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

In October 2016, following an overwhelming demand from Members, we introduced a Roadside
Assistance offer which we labelled the “KTA Assistance” package. This Roadside Assistance package offers
many benefits over and above what your KTA Comprehensive Recreational Vehicle Insurance policy
covers such as : Flat batteries; Emergency Fuel; Flat tyres; Lost or locked keys; Towing/transportation;
Taxi and the list goes on.

A commonly asked question that | receive on a regular basis is: “why do | need Roadside Assistance if |
have 24 hour Accident / Breakdown Towing Assistance with KTA?”. My response is simple: Your towing
benefit under you KTA Comprehensive RV Insurance policy provides cover for towing costs only and that
are as a direct result of either mechanical or electrical breakdown . Some examples of these types of

breakdowns include; Alternator faults, Starter motor, Fuel problems, Clogged pumps or filters and Engine
failure. This benefit is capped at $600 per incident or up to $1,000 per annual policy period. You need to
pay for the tow and then arrange for reimbursement from KTA, up to the value of $600. This is what is
automatically included as one of our Member Exclusive Benefits under your KTA Recreational Vehicle
Insurance policy.

Understanding the difference between the two covers which we offer, the next question | commonly get
asked is “so, should | take the extra Roadside Assistance cover out?”. Again, my response is simple: This is
very much a personal choice based on how often you travel, where you intend to travel, how handy you
are with the vehicle’s tools and maintenance, are you travelling alone, how long will you be travelling for
and if you were in need whilst in a remote location, do you have the equipment to get you mobile again
or to the nearest town?

These are the sorts of things that need to be considered before you embark on your next journey.

Whilst we cannot give you any advice as to the requirements of your specific needs, hopefully the above
information better clarifies the two covers available and considerations as to whether you require the
additional Roadside Assistance cover. Failing that, please feel free to visit our website
www.kentame.com.au or call our office on 03 9853 5555 to speak with one of our staff members.



http://www.kentame.com.au

CARAVAN DAMAGE.. s vsssssssssssssc
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Dear Mother-in-law,

"Don't teach me how to
handle my children, I'm living
with one of yours & he needs
a lot of improvement"

REMINDER

When passing emergency service vehicles stopped at the side of the road WITH THEIR LIGHTS FLASHING

you MUST slow to 40kph, in VICTORIA.

Are you aware that in South Australia a similar law applies, which came into effect in September 2014

that states that you must slow to 25kph.
One of the Bendigo Caravan Club members read out an article from Facebook which went as follows:-

A lady from NSW was driving at 85kph in a 110kph speed zone in South Australia when she passed two
police cars (lights flashing) who had pulled over a driver who they were talking to - ABOUT 12 metres off
the road. She was later pulled over by the same police who asked what speed she was doing when she
passed the two police cars. She replied 85kph, the police said she was doing 83kph. All looks ok until
you take the above 2014 law into consideration.

The article went on to say she received a $1,007.00 fine plus immediate loss of licence for 6 months.

In New South Wales - As of September 2018, drivers will be forced to slow down to 40km/h when police,
ambulance, fire, SES or rescue vehicles are stopped and have their red or blue lights flashing.

Queensland - is also considering a 40kph speed limit.

Western Australia - As from 2 March 2018 same as Victoria, slow to 40kph.

| cannot find anything on Northern Territory, Tasmania or the ACT. This doesn’t mean that similar laws

S

Teach a person to use the Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, months, maybe years.

don’t exist.

AVEIEE

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.

Seat belts are not as confining as wheelchairs.
L. e J
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SYNTHETIC DIESEL

RIGHT CLICK HERE THEN CLICK “OPEN HYPERLINK” FOR WEB PAGE

cv,'c E-diesel is the name of synthetic diesel created by Audi to be used in
ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA  gutomobiles. Currently, an e-diesel variant is created by Audi research

facility in partnership with a company named Sunfire.

The fuel is created from carbon dioxide, water, and electricity powered by renewable sources (EG Wind or
water). Part of the process was first created in Germany in 1925.

lﬂﬂ IGA Fuel Deal

Available at participating service stations

New South Wales, Queensland, and selected stores in South Australia and Victoria fuel deal.
Those who live in Bendigo can take advantage of this IGA deal.

There is no doubt that every Australian family is interested in saving money. At IGA, we
thought we would make it easier for you. Our invitation is simple:

« Gofill up your family car* at any service station

«  Spend a minimum of $30 in-store in one transaction

.  Take your fuel receipt into an IGA store*

«  We will reimburse you 4c a litre on your petrol receipt

* See their web site for more details - https://www.iga.com.au/iga-fuel-deal/

Webmaster Report http://www.accvic.org.au

Club Logins
Clubs are able to view all meeting minutes and associated reports as well as maintain their club contact details with us. Any-

one who requires assistance or is having difficulty should contact myself. Clubs can also access copies of Invoices and Receipts
with ACCVIC through their Club login.

It also good to see that 4 or 5 of our member clubs have availed themselves of a free web presence by utilizing their own web
page on the ACCVIC website. If you need further information on this service, please contact myself.

Report Spending

Again | ask all clubs to participate in reporting their members collective spending after each club rally. You can report spending
by logging in to the website.

The NACC is currently undertaking to provide a National approach to Clubs reporting their Spending. Work is currently being
undertaken by My Expression P/L to facilitate this function via the NACC website and provide access to mobile devices for re-
porting of Spending. It is expected to take several months to complete this process.

Your Participation
We are still looking for interesting stories and images (photos) to showcase on the website. Your
participation in providing these would be most welcome and encouraged.

State Rally 2018
As information becomes available for the 2018 State Rally it will be placed on our website.

- O J
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Victorian Caravan Shows -

It was stressed that the stand at the caravan shows is taken by ACCVic to
promote all clubs to the public and to attract new members for clubs. A summary
of each club is provided in a booklet so that whoever is manning the stand can
direct anyone to clubs that are within their locality. It is important that the

Secretary be notified of any changes in contact person so that this can be kept up

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA
to date.

Clubs are asked to let the Secretary know if they have gained members as a result of the Caravan Show.
We realise that it may take several months for people who seek information about clubs to actually
follow up with making contact to join a club. But we are seeking to confirm that this is a worthwhile
event in the promotion of clubs.

Wodonga Caravan Show: August 24-26 2018

North East Victorian Club and Cobram Caravan Club have been asked if they are able to supply members
to man the stand. Any other members from other clubs are welcome to volunteer to man the stand for
3-4 hours on any day of the show. Please contact the Secretary if you are available.

Bendigo Caravan and Camping Leisurefest, November 23 —25, 2018 .
Bendigo, Central Vic and Aussie Adventurers Clubs have indicated that they will be available to man
stands in November. Names will be sought closer to the event.

RACV Question and answer -

What'’s the road rule regarding speed limits? If | am driving in an 80kmh speed zone, am | required to
travel at 80kmh? If  am driving in an unfamiliar area or looking for an address, can | safely drive five or
10kmh under the speed limit?

A speed limit is a maximum that a driver may travel at. The conditions of the road, weather or
other factors may mean a driver should travel at a lower speed than the posted speed limit.

The rules about driving below the speed limit relate to not obstructing other road users rather
than stating a minimum speed.

A driver must not unreasonably obstruct the path of another driver or pedestrian. A driver is not
considered to be unreasonably obstructing another road user if the driver is stopped in traffic; or if
the driver is driving more slowly than the other vehicles (unless the driver is driving abnormal-
ly slow in the circumstances).

The rules provide an example of a driver driving abnormally slow: “A driver driving at a speed of
20 kilometres per hour on a length of road to which a speed limit of 80 kilometres per hour ap-
plies when there is no reason for the driver to drive at that speed on the length of road”.

The key factor in this example is “when there is no reason” for the slower speed. Under adverse
conditions, such as rain, at night, a poor road surface, or in areas with high pedestrian activity, it
is often necessary to drive at a speed that is lower than the posted speed limit.

| did ask RACV about caravans travelling at 20 kilometres per hour below the speed limit - say at
80ks when the limit was 100ks but | didn’t get a reply.
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What is the highest temperature in Australia?

The highest maximum temperature was recorded as 50.7
°C (123.3 °F) at Oodnadatta on 2 January 1960, which is
the highest official temperature recorded in Australia.
The lowest minimum temperature was -12.1 °C at
Perisher (near Canberra) in July 2017.

Marble Bar has a hot desert climate with sweltering summers
and warm winters. The town set a world record of most
consecutive days of 100 °F (37.8 °C) or above, during a period
of 160 days from 31 October 1923 to 7 April 1924.

The local rock isn’t Marble it’s actually Jasper.

|

GPS COORDINA

Ever wondered why you ended up in the wrong place after putting the correct coordinates into
your GPS? Well there are actually THREE different styles of GPS formats as follows:-

T
‘//’K>

+  Degrees, minutes and seconds | ' degrees minutes seconds: 40° 26' 46" N 79° 58' 56" W.
+  Degrees and decimal minutes * degrees decimal minutes: 40° 26.767"N 79° 58.933' W.
+  Decimal degrees * decimal degrees: 40.446° N 79.982° W.

CAMPS 9 Australia Wide book (page 7) confirms that MOST GPS units generally have three GPS
formats. It is therefore important that you use the correct format. The format used by all
Camps books is Degrees, minutes and seconds.

I use Google Maps to find different locations on my Laptop when travelling. Did you know that if
you click on a location Google Maps will generally provide you with GPS co-ordinates as shown
below. NB - These Google co-ordinates are shown in “Decimal Degrees”.

Mitchell St X The address I have chosen is the

Bendigo VIC 3550 o Fountain in central Bendigo.
-36.759542, 144.278461

-_— e S

Me mate John recently had a mob of Kangaroos run into his 4WD
while driving at about 80 kilometres per hour.
Not 1, or 2 but 7 kangaroo’s ending up hitting the 4WD.
Three in the front and four along the side.

- D J



| am writing to share with you (and your members) our story in the
hope that other travellers don’t find themselves in our predicament.

My husband and | are permanent nomads and have been travelling
around Australia in our caravan for about 5 years. We are members
of the Australian Touring RV Club which is affiliated with the NACC.

We were camping at Cosy Corner East Campground in February,
near Albany, when the camp host position became vacant.

In discussion with the City of Albany staff we agreed to stay on and
Camp Host until Easter. In hindsight we were not aware of the
potential risks we placed ourselves in, nor the questions we should
have asked!

On the long weekend in March we called the Shire Ranger for advice and assistance with dealing with a very large group of
unruly campers. We had received several complaints from other campers in the reserve. The Ranger arrived at the
campground, accompanied by Albany Police, and the troublesome group were subsequently evicted from the area.

The campers were very angry and we, as hosts, received threats and verbal abuse as they departed. The presumption, we think,
was that the campers believed that we were responsible for the actions of the Ranger. Not the case!

The campground was subjected to several disruptive and dangerous “drive throughs” and verbal abuse directed at the Camp
Host Site over the next 2 nights. On Tuesday morning at 12-20am we were woken by our car alarm and discovered our
Landcruiser on fire, which quickly engulfed the vehicle, and set surrounding trees on fire. Police are treating this as an arson
attack and we firmly believe that we were targeted and that this was an act of retaliation. The investigation is ongoing and the
perpetrators have not been caught!

Our vehicle was written off, we lost over $20,000 worth of personal possessions in the car, of which our Insurer only covered
$500! Our caravan exterior was extensively damaged by heat during the fire and, 2 months later, repairs are finally underway.
We have had to rely on the generosity of Albany locals for transport and accommodation as we wait for our “home” to be
repaired. Needless to say all travel plans have ground to a halt!

Whilst the physical and emotional impact of this event has taken its toll on us, the financial losses are our most concerning
issue. We approached the City of Albany for some form of financial compensation and provided them with an extensive
inventory of possessions lost in the vehicle and approximate values.

To replace our vehicle with a comparable model cost us $25,000 over and above our insurance payout. We estimate the loss of
vehicle contents has cost us in excess of $20,000. We received notification last week that the City of Albany and their insurance
company have rejected our claim for compensation, citing that we do not fall under the City’s Public Liability cover. So what
umbrella do we sit under in terms of insurance protection for volunteers?

In the course of volunteering our services to the City of Albany it appears that we will leave out of pocket to the tune of about
$50,000. As self- funded travellers that’s a significant “hit” and will, of course, impact on our future travel plans.

The fire has seriously impacted on our lives but has also highlighted significant flaws in some Camp Host Programs. Questions
need to be asked AND answered!

* Who are you hosting for and do they offer a comprehensive induction process?
* What training is provided?
* In the event of an emergency what processes and practices are in place such as muster points, evacuation procedures,

safe exit paths in the event of a fire, contact numbers?

* Are your roles and responsibilities as Camp Host clearly defined?

* What'’s your level of authority and how are you identified?

* Is there a protocol/procedure manual provided?

* What support is provided to ensure you are in a safe, working environment?
* What about your accountability whilst hosting?

BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY

What level of insurance cover does the Host Program provide to you in the event of an incident?
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Did you ever notice:

The Roman Numerals for forty (40) are XL?

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA Aim for Progress nhot perfECtlon ’

Unfortunately our love of Albany and the South West has been soured by our experience here. We are also very disheartened
and disappointed in the City of Albany’s reluctance to assist us further, particularly as they appear very keen to encourage
travellers into their region. (WAACCI and The National Association of Caravan Clubs has planned the next national rally to be
held in Albany in October 2019.)

There are so many nomads who are caravan club/RV club members, and our hope is that clubs continue to flex their collective
muscle in support of travellers everywhere. Please support us by sharing our story with your members.

Yours faithfully,
Stephen and Julie Dryden

Email address and phone number provided but withheld.

The caption that came with this pictures was :-
“The people in the house across the road would be a bit
nervous. Can’t fix stupid”.

| might just say - NOT RECOMMENDED.

Note the ladder to the door, the TV ariel and the power cord so
somebody must be living in it.




