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Delegate’s Meetings 
To be held at Ross House,                       

247 Flinders Lane Melbourne.                  

4th Floor. Room 4.1                                    

Hayden Raysmith Room. 

26th May 2018 10:30am (AGM)                  
(last Saturday of month) 
 
Dates for future meetings will 
be decided at the May AGM. 
 
 
Wodonga State Rally                
October 11th to 14th 2018 

DISCLAIMER    

The material in this Newsletter is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports, nor is intended to be advice on 

any particular matter.  No person should act on the basis of any matter contained in the Newsletter without  considering and,   

if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances.  The Association of Caravan Clubs 

Victoria Inc, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done, 

any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the Newsletter. 

President’s Report 
By Ken Slade 
Welcome to 2018 and all it brings with it. 
 
Our State Rally is now a reality and getting closer.  If you 
could please distribute the State Rally registration forms to 
all club members to help make this State Rally something to 
remember. Organisers have made every attempt to make 
this rally a success and we must make every attempt to 
make it successful also.  So, mark October 11

th
 to 14

th
 in 

your diary for things to do this year. 
Peter is again asking for volunteers to help out at Caravan 
Shows.  These are a great opportunity for you, as members 
of your club, to promote your own and other clubs to caravan 
owners in general.  We have found that this is an excellent 
way to introduce caravan owners to the advantages of      
joining a caravan club. 

We are again seeking your support to fill our executive ranks for the ensuing year.   
 

I am due for retirement and will not stand.   
 
I had hoped to see Kevin stand for President, he has been an executive member for a number of 
years and I was sorry to learn that Kevin will not be available for election either.   
This leaves a whole in experience at the top of the ladder but with Jen and Gary to help stabilize 
the executive we are in good hands. 
It is pleasing to note the NACC is working in partnership with the RV Club Australia Ltd, this 
gives caravan clubs more exposure Australia wide with Government, State Authorities and local 
Councils etc. 
I have been unable to attend the last couple of NACC meetings with Peter but he does a great 
job of representing us at those meetings and we hope will continue to do so. 
Coming back to the executive for the ensuing year, we need club members to stand for the top 
positions.   
 
Please give this plenty of thought as without members being prepared to serve in office where do 
we go? 
 
Thank you 



State Rally Update 
 

Registration forms have been sent to each Club Secretary as well as the program for the 
upcoming State Rally to be held at the Wodonga Racecourse /Showground complex on  
October 11th to the 14th October this year. 

 

The North East Victoria Caravan Club, State Rally committee members have worked      
tirelessly to ensure a great Rally is on offer where the comfort and enjoyment for all 
attendees has been our first consideration. 

You will notice on the program that there are many attractions for you to enjoy that are 
often overlooked as you pass the Albury Wodonga area. 

Apart from the Flying Fruitfly Circus rehearsals (Gold Coin Donation), the Logistics Center 
at Chiltern and the Bonegilla Migrant Center a highlight of the weekend will be a visit to 
the Bandiana Military Museum. This Museum is a security sensitive attraction that will   
require you to book and for us to have your name in to them three days before we visit. 
Due to these requirements we will be running a bus/buses to the Military Base and a $5 
cost will cover the visit. Please indicate your intention and include the $5 

I’m sure you will recognize that the Rally is value for money, 
as the registration fee for inclusion in this rally covers you for all morning and afternoon 
tea’s, a cooked breakfast on each of the three days and a sausage sizzle and dessert tea on 
the Friday night as well as prizes for the many events taking place over the course of the 
weekend. 

The “Petticoat Couture and Top Hat and Tails” dress up should be a lot of fun and some of 
the beautiful creations paraded when we had it at our rally had to be seen to be believed. 
Please come and show us your creativity. 

Registrations are flowing in already so please if you have any questions or problems give 
me a call and I will get back to you with an answer quick smart. 

Ring me on 0438291332 or email me on pony4190@gmail.com 

Rhona 

 

=================================================== 

Five tips for a woman....  
 
1. It is important that a man helps you around the house and has a job.  
2. It is important that a man makes you laugh.    
3. It is important to find a man you can count on and doesn't lie to you.  
4. It is important that a man loves you and spoils you.  
5. It is important that these four men don't know each other. 







Web site Published 06/08/2014   |   Updated 21/03/2017 
  

Under the State Concession Scheme, eligible Victorians holding certain concession cards receive free clinically   
necessary ambulance coverage throughout Australia. In all cases, transport is provided to the nearest and most    
appropriate medical facility. 
 
For the purpose of ambulance transport, the Concession classification includes: 

 A person holding a current Victorian Pensioner Concession Card (includes dependent children listed on the card     
 but not spouses) 

 A current Health Care Card holder and their dependents including spouses listed on the card (does not include 
 Health Care Card for carer allowance and foster care issued in the name of the child) 

 A child holding a current Child Disability Health Care Card or Foster Child Health Care Card, but not their          
 guardi ans/families listed on the card 

 A child under a Family reunification, Care by Secretary or Long-term care order including children on interim 
 accommodation orders 

 A person who is subject to an order under the Mental Health Act 2014, Sentencing Act 1991, or Crimes (Mental 
 Impairment and Unfitness to be Tried) Act 1997 requiring them to be compulsorily assessed or treated in a 
 designated mental health service. This includes compulsory, security and forensic patients. 

Are persons holding a Centrelink Health Are persons holding a Centrelink Health Are persons holding a Centrelink Health 
Care card or Pensioner Concession card Care card or Pensioner Concession card Care card or Pensioner Concession card 

covered for ambulance transport?covered for ambulance transport?covered for ambulance transport?   

SPEED LIMITS:SPEED LIMITS:SPEED LIMITS:---   

For a motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination that has a GCM (Gross Combined Mass) of less For a motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination that has a GCM (Gross Combined Mass) of less For a motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination that has a GCM (Gross Combined Mass) of less 

than 4.5 tonnes, the posted speed limit applies, however in WA the maximum is 100kph when towing.  than 4.5 tonnes, the posted speed limit applies, however in WA the maximum is 100kph when towing.  than 4.5 tonnes, the posted speed limit applies, however in WA the maximum is 100kph when towing.  

When the motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination GCM exceed 5.0 tonnes, When the motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination GCM exceed 5.0 tonnes, When the motor vehicle and trailer / caravan combination GCM exceed 5.0 tonnes, the maximum speed the maximum speed the maximum speed 

limit is therefore 100kph even if the posted limit is 110kph.limit is therefore 100kph even if the posted limit is 110kph.limit is therefore 100kph even if the posted limit is 110kph.   

So what is GCM ? So what is GCM ? So what is GCM ? ---   Gross Combined Mass Gross Combined Mass Gross Combined Mass ---   or the maximum the tow vehicle and trailer/caravan can or the maximum the tow vehicle and trailer/caravan can or the maximum the tow vehicle and trailer/caravan can 

weigh.weigh.weigh.   

How can motorists safely pass cyclists in Australia? 

Australian cycling is in shock after the tragic death of one of its brightest young stars who was hit by a car 

near Bendigo in December 2017.  This accident happened on double lines at Mandurang. 

The question must now be asked “can we safely cross double lines” to safely pass cyclists? 

Tasmania, Western Australia, Queensland, New South Wales, ACT, South Australia - Yes the law allows 

drivers to cross centre line markings, including single and double continuous white lines and painted    

islands, to give the correct amount of space to the cyclist, but only when it is safe to do so, and when the 

driver has a clear view of oncoming traffic. 

Northern Territory - NO  

Victoria - The AGE in March of 2015 reported that the PROPOSED road rule change to leave cyclists a one 

metre buffer (1.5m when driving over 60kph) allowed drivers overtaking cyclists to cross a solid white 

line and move out of their marked lane while passing. 

https://membership.ambulance.vic.gov.au/app/answers/list_av/session/L2F2LzEvdGltZS8xNTE5NTE3MjU3L3NpZC9mVXZyQV91TFhhUFlzcmpjU3hBTV9pZVBlTk4yODB0NjFWNm90JTdFQUJxVndBMmFXdXdfY19jJTdFeFUlN0VuZW5yM1hVR0t6S2I4cTRQb2J4ZEFVVlNHUThfSEhLdDRkTSU3RSU3RVRGNkpYaUxPWGxPRFJ


Webmaster’s Report - February Meeting 2018 

Report Spending: 

For the current ACCVic year, 73 reports of spending have been lodged to a total value spend of 

$259,000.  This is about 5% up (now 31%) on our last meeting in Nov 2017. We still have a long way to go, 

don’t we!  If you want us to be an effective voice on your behalf, then you know what you have to do! 

Your Participation 

We are still looking for interesting stories and images (photos) to showcase on the website.                     

Your participation in providing these would be most welcome and encouraged. 

Gary Fitzgerald - Webmaster - webmaster@accvic.org.au 

P O Box 9 EPSOM VIC 3551 Phone: 0425 792 933 

 

PHARMACUETICAL PRESCRIPTIONS 
During the Associations meeting it was mentioned that a VICTORIAN person visited their Victorian 

Doctor and obtained a prescription for the new Codeine based pain killers.  They then travelled to 

TASMANIA where they visited a Chemist to have the script filled.   

They were advised by the Chemist that they could not / would not fill the prescription. 

When I (Newsletter Editor) returned home (Bendigo) I visited my local Chemist and stated the above.    

The Chemist said that the above was true and correct. 

 If you need a prescription for that medication when in another state you must visit a doctor in that 

state to obtain the prescription.  NB - Your doctor may be able to enter your prescription on a          

national register but it would be appropriate to check with your doctor about that. 

If you require medication while travelling please ask your doctor/chemist about the above. 

Can we park on the nature 

strip? 

Lots of us have done it while travelling 

around Australia visiting friends and        

relations, but is it legal?   

Many of us have “got away with it” but the Victorian Law Foundation says you can’t park on the nature 

strip.  I haven’t checked out other states but simular laws probably exist. 

Most council web sites I visited have a fine for parking on the nature strip of about $100.00.                    

My local council say that it is generally the neighbours who dob you in. 



First introduced in the 1970’s due to concern regarding the impact of inhaled particles.  First introduced in the 1970’s due to concern regarding the impact of inhaled particles.  First introduced in the 1970’s due to concern regarding the impact of inhaled particles.  

DPF’s have been in use in nonDPF’s have been in use in nonDPF’s have been in use in non---road machines since 1980 and in automobiles since 1985.road machines since 1980 and in automobiles since 1985.road machines since 1980 and in automobiles since 1985.   

Ford Ranger and Mazda BT-50 recalled for fire risk:             

IF you own a Ford Ranger or Mazda BT-50 ute built since July 2016, avoid driving in long 

grass or risk your car catching fire.   

Grass clippings (long grass or wheat stubble etc.) can get caught under the diesel              
particulate filter (DPF), which can get extremely hot and spark a fire. 
The recall affects about 52,000 Ford Rangers built since July 2016 and 17,000 Mazda BT-50 
utes built since 23 June 2016. Both vehicles are made on the same Thailand production 
line.  Mazda says it has had 15 confirmed cases of vehicle fires. Ford says there have been 
“two confirmed cases of vehicles being written off” as a result of fire and “seven confirmed     
cases of smoke or fires which have resulted in minimal damage” since December 2016. 
At first Ford thought the problem was isolated but it escalated its investigations after a 

“cluster” of Ranger fires in the middle of 2017.   

 

Mazda is also well aware of the problem as well with their almost-identical BT-50, but have 

not yet issued a recall.  

The Rangers to be recalled were sold between 12 July 2016, and 7 December 2017. A list 
of the VIN numbers for these vehicles can be found at :- 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/system/files/17S43%20VINs_0.pdf 

DIESEL PARTICULATE FILTERDIESEL PARTICULATE FILTERDIESEL PARTICULATE FILTER   

(or DPF’s)(or DPF’s)(or DPF’s)   

These filters usually remove These filters usually remove These filters usually remove 

85% or move of SOOT. 85% or move of SOOT. 85% or move of SOOT.    

Doctor: "I'm sorry but you suffer from a 
terminal illness and have only 10 to 
live." 
 
Patient: "What do you mean, 10?         
10 what? Months? Weeks? Years!" 
 
Doctor: "Nine." 



The target of 500 caravans for the triennial rally in Albany WA is filling fast with 350 caravans currently registered.               

MONSTER RALLY:-  A $70,000.00 Coromal 612 (as pictured above) has been donated as a raffle prize.  It is hoped that the total 

prize pool will be about $100,000.00.   

To register email:- registrar@17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au 

Once the rally has finished you could visit the following interesting places:- 

 The East Kimberley and the Ord River 

 Broome and Cable Beach 

 Port Hedland and its massive ships, plus the magnificent Karijini National Park 

 Perth and the Kings Park 

 Kalbarri and Geraldton 

 Margaret River and Mt Barker 

 The Pinnacles 

 Ningaloo Reef and Coral Bay 

 And of course the wildflowers 

 

Daily Joke: Stop or Slow Down? 

A Lawyer runs a stop sign and gets pulled over by a Sheriff's Deputy. He thinks that he is smarter than the Deputy because he is sure that he has 
a better education. He decides to prove this to himself and have some fun at the deputy's expense........... 

 
Deputy says, "License and registration, please." 

 
Lawyer says, "What for?" 

 
Deputy says, "You didn't come to a complete stop at the stop sign " 

 
Lawyer says, "I slowed down, and no one was coming." 

 
Deputy says, "You still didn't come to a complete stop. License and registration, please." 

 
Lawyer says, "What's the difference?" 

 
Deputy says, "The difference is, you have to come to a complete stop, thats the law. License and registration, please!" 

 
Lawyer says, "If you can show me the legal difference between slow down and stop, I'll give you my license and registration and you give me the 

ticket, if not you let me go and no ticket." 
 

Deputy says, "Exit your vehicle, sir." 
 

At this point, the Deputy takes out his nightstick and starts beating the crap out of the Lawyer and says:                                                                
"DO YOU WANT ME TO STOP OR JUST SLOW DOWN?" 


