
Delegate’s Meetings. 
To be held at Ross House,   

247 Flinders Lane Melbourne.   

4th Floor. Room 4.1   Hayden Raysmith Room. 

March 2, 2019   10.30 a.m.  - Ross House 

May 4,  2019   10.30 a.m.  - Ross House 

November 23, 2019  10:30 a.m. - AGM Ross House * 

* As the National Rally is being held in Albany WA     

October is not appropriate for the AGM however it 

must be held before the end of November. 

   

Association of Caravan Clubs  Victoria and Their Members Inc.       

Newsletter October 2018 

Presidents Report – October 2018 

This is my first report to the ACCVic Delegates since my election at the 2018 AGM. I apologize for not being able to attend the State Rally at Wodonga, 

unfortunately I have other commitments. 

 I would like to thank the outgoing President Ken Slade and Vice President Kevin Doherty for their tireless work over the past several years.  I would like 

to thank Jenny Lowe, Gary Fitzgerald, Peter Hillas and Robert Taylor for continuing on in their respective committee positions.  A thank you to John     

Symons and Ken Slade for taking on committee position and last but not least Allan Davis our News Letter Editor. 

Since the AGM we have held 2 Executive Committee Meetings where we have discussed the progress of the 2018 State Rally, future State Rallies and 

ways in which we can increase the attendance to future rallies.  To this end, we have produced a survey seeking input from those attending the State 

rally and would appreciate a response from each caravan attending. 

We have commenced work on the 2028 National Rally; letters were sent to Municipalities in Victoria seeking support and possible venues.  We have   

received a number of responses.  Over the next couple of months, committee members will begin visiting these venues and meeting with their        

management teams. 

We are seeking out ways to promote caravan clubs to the community.  Recently Peter Hillas took part in a community radio session promoting caravan 

clubs.  We will have a stand at the Bendigo Caravan show and we encourage club members to attend and staff the stand. 

We are open to any suggestions as to what is expected from ACCVic.  There will be another survey later in the year for all club members to complete to 

provide guidance for ACCVic over the next few years.  This will be sent to club secretaries and delegates, but it is imperative that it be passed on to all 

club members.  This means that those who still do not have access to email will need to be forwarded a hard copy.  I hope that we can count on your 

support for the overall benefit to all club members.  

Thank you, Harald Pries, President 

Webmaster  Report 

Gary Fitzgerald has put out a plea for photographs for the website.  If you have any photos of recent rallies please forward them to Gary Fitzgerald, 

webmaster@accvic.org.au   

 

ACCVic GENERAL BUSINESS:- 
 

Discussion re future State Rallies 
 

A survey was handed out to   
all participants at the          

Wodonga State Rally, with     
the feedback to be collated as 
a basis for consideration for   

future State Rallies.   
 

Bendigo,  Aussie Adventurers 
and Central Vic Caravan Clubs 
are beginning to organise the 
next State Rally which should 

be in the Bendigo area in 2021. 
 



 

 

 

              State Rally Wodonga 2018 - What a great rally! 

 

Caravans began arriving early Thursday to be greeted by a very pleasant and efficient crew who had everyone parked very soon after arrival.  The grounds were very well presented and to top it off, the 

weather was perfect for the whole weekend. 

Morning, afternoon teas and suppers were excellently catered for by the ladies who had made scones, slices and biscuits to give us a wonderful choice to go with our cuppa.  Having all the activities in 

the hall, with chairs and tables provided gave us a great venue to meet and greet members from other clubs. 

Thursday evening’s trivia quiz had us all racking our brains, but also created a lot of conversation, again leading us to meeting and talking to new faces.  Friday, after an appetising breakfast of cereal, egg 

and bacon and toast, people headed in many different directions – to Beechworth, Wonga wetlands, Bonegilla Migrant Centre, the Woolworths Distribution Centre, The Motor Sports Centre and the    

Flying Fruit Circus.  There were not enough people left to play the games that we could have played at the racecourse.  After a great sausage sizzle and fruit salad meal we were well entertained and      

informed by a speaker from RACV who covered many areas of road rules and situations appropriate to caravanners. 

Another breakfast of cereal, pancakes, jam and cream or toast was provided to start the day on Saturday.  The speaker from Angel Flights, who missed out the night before, informed us of the great work 

done by Angel Flights whilst we ate breakfast. Then it was off for more local activities – Farmers’ Market, Bandiana Military Museum, Albury Botanic gardens, or just relax and enjoy the company of new 

friends at the park.   

After happy hour we were then served a three course meal by the Wodonga Football Club, whilst dressing up to the theme of Petticoat Couture and Top Hat and Tails.  There were some wonderful        

creations.  A few lucky people received prizes for the effort they put into their creations or for the novelty aspect of what they wore.  Entertainment for the evening was provided by Jeff, the North East 

caravan Club member who had a great repertoire of bush poetry for us.  And then we had the Miss World competition, which was hilarious and gave us all a good laugh. 

Breakfast on Sunday was cereal, baked beans and spaghetti on toast - Three great breakfasts for the weekend! This was followed by the official thank you and closure of the rally.   

There were 74 caravans present at the rally with representatives from each of these clubs: Aussie Adventurers, Ballarat, Bendigo, Central Vic, CFA, Combined Caravan Club of Vic, Gippsland, North East 

Vic., RACV, Wimmera, WVL, and visitors from the Australian Caravan Club. 

North East Victorian Caravan Club organised the Rally with a committee led by Dick Jacobs and Rhona Meyers, with Marg Tobin as Registrar, and very competently assisted by the members of the North 

East Vic Club and the Cobram and District Club.   

The Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria and Their Members Inc. wishes to wholeheartedly thank these people for all the work that they put in to providing us with such a tremendous rally. 

 

Open discussion about what is expected from ACCVic and how we could improve. 
 
Is it appropriate to survey all club members at this stage?  How do we attract people to join clubs and how do we attract club members to       
volunteer for ACCVic committee?  There was very little response to these questions.  One couple stated that they found it difficult to get to 
meetings in Melbourne.  Others stated that it was considerably cheaper to take the train to Melbourne than to tow the caravan to a meeting    
in the regional areas and stay for two nights.  Attracting new members is still a problem for most clubs.   



Graffiti arrests 

Two tourists charged with vandalism from spray painting graffiti on a wall in 

Northern Thailand face up to 10 years in prison and/or a fine of about  

A$43,000 if found guilty police said.    

Perhaps something similar could be introduced into Australia. Actual graffiti 

Pictures taken at the Wodonga State Rally 



GPS LIFE TIME MAP SUPPORT 
 

"A reasonable consumer would understand many 'lifetime' claims to refer to the lifetime of the original purchaser," an Australian Competition and Consumer Commission spokesperson said.  
 
BUT according to many GPS providers it means the USEFUL lifetime of the product.  So while it may still run the software and display maps, IF YOU LOADED THE CURRENT MAPS the software 
and its memory would not be able to handle these. THEREFORE ITS USEFUL LIFE IS FINISHED………………. 
For example a 2010 map of Europe would've measured 1.6GB, but that same map today would take up 6.5GB of storage. A similar situation would apply to maps of Australia.                            
Most OLD units would therefore not have sufficient memory or computing power. 
 
Loyal TomTom customers (AND PROBABLY OTHERS) have labelled the brand 'misleading' after it killed updates on GPS products it advertised as supporting 'lifetime maps'.  
The word 'lifetime' is misleading and has led to many customers saying that they were misled after buying units with LIFE TIME MAPS.  Companies could instead advertise it as 'guaranteed 
map updates for at least five years', so people know what they're really getting." 
'Lifetime' is a precarious word to use in advertising.   Electronics company Belkin recently faced regulatory action from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) over its 
similar use of the term. 
 
So now you know why you cannot update your maps and are forced to buy a new GPS unit for between $160.00 and $400.00. 

Wodonga Caravan Show – report.  How did promotions go?  

12,000 people attended the show over the three days.  Some of the North East members who manned the stall were 

quite surprised by the number of enquiries that they received from well outside the North East area – which is why the 

club summary booklet is so necessary so that people can be given information about clubs relevant to them. 

The Bendigo Caravan & Camping Leisurefest will be held at the Bendigo Racecourse on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of November 2018. 

In an age where leisure and lifestyle have taken on a new meaning, the Caravan industry Association of Victoria are proud to once again conduct the Bendigo Caravan & Camping      
Leisurefest to showcase the very best in caravans, recreational vehicles, 4x4 vehicles and accessories and lifestyle and outdoor camping accessories. 

Bendigo Caravan & Camping Leisurefest 2018 will showcase the latest caravans, pop-tops, tents, camper trailers, motorhomes, campervans, 4x4 off road and touring accessories. 
Some of these products will be on display for the first time, meaning visitors to the Bendigo Caravan & Camping Leisurefest will experience them before anybody else!                       
Plus there will be tourism information available to help you plan your next outdoor adventure and then you can ‘Go Make Some Memories’.  

 

Gate ticket prices:- Adult $13.00, Concession / Pensioner $11.00, Adult 2-day pass $18.00, Concession / Pension 2-day pass $16.00, Kids under 5 free when accompanied by an adult. 

 

Address:- Bendigo Racecourse, Racecourse Road Ascot Vic 3551 (Ascot is a northern suburb of Bendigo). 



While travelling across the Nullabour we stopped at a roadhouse when we noticed a bemused lady obviously looking 

for her partner/husband/vehicle.  When we spoke to her she said that her husband had left without her.  So we picked 

her up and continued on our drive heading towards Victoria.  It appears that she and her husband drive a furniture   

removal truck from Sydney to Perth.  They share the driving, so while he is driving she was asleep in the cabin of the 

truck.  He needed to stop for a wee brake at the roadhouse.  She woke up while he was stopped and thought that a 

toilet break was a good idea.  He jumped back into his truck, thinking she was still asleep, and drove off.  Eventually 

contacted him on the UHF radio and returned his wife. 

So yes it does happen….. 

RACV QUESTION JULY 2018:-   What are the rules for using high beams while driving on duplicated roads? Can drivers on the opposite side 

still be distracted even though there's vegetation separating the carriageways?  Name quoted to RACV but not included here. 

Using headlights (including driving lights) on high beam is not allowed within 200 meters of an oncoming vehicle or a vehicle travelling in the same direction ahead of you.  

You can flash your headlights briefly to warn a vehicle that you are about to overtake, but for no other purpose. 

The rules do not specify an exemption for divided or dual-lane highways and freeways, therefore this rule applies on these roads. 

Wodonga State Rally formal dinner 



One of Australia’s oldest caravan companies can lay claim to building one of the nation’s priciest vans, after unveiling a 

jaw-dropping 26ft, triple axle off-road caravan at this year's Brisbane Supershow. 

The money-no-object, custom-built van featured a few Australian RV ‘firsts’, including a state-of-the-art auto-leveling air 

suspension, solar-shade front awning and heated lounge seats. 

Kedron 26ft TE'7  

($220,000) 

Other notable features include four drop-down picnic tables, eight rooftop solar panels, six water tanks and a 900Ah lithium battery system with two inverters.  

With that sort of spec sheet, it’s no surprise the buyer didn’t get much change from a reported $220,000… 

Happy Hour at the Wodonga State Rally. 

There are two theories to arguing with a woman.  Neither works.   

Looking for information on VINTAGE CARAVANS   

(built on or before 31 December 1969) or CLASSIC CARAVANS  

(built on or before 31 December 1979) then check out these web sites: 

www.ourtouringpast.com  and   www.vintagecaravans.com 

Caravans parked at the Wodonga State Rally 

I was reading in the paper today about this dwarf that got pick pocketed.  

How could anyone stoop so low?  

https://mm.carsales.com.au/carsales/adclick/FCID=-4/site=caravan.dfp/area=editorialdetails/method=get/lifestyle=/atype=features/cat=/kw=/tile=7/size=550x309/random=718033176/viewid=882996422


A carbon monoxide detector is a device that detects the presence of the carbon monoxide (CO) gas in order to prevent carbon monoxide          

poisoning.  CO is a colourless, tasteless and odourless compound produced by incomplete combustion of carbon-containing materials  (IE Your GAS       

Cooker and your Gas Fridge).  

It is often referred to as the "silent killer" because it is virtually undetectable by humans. 

CO detectors are designed to measure CO levels over time and sound an alarm before dangerous levels of CO      

accumulate in an environment, giving people adequate warning to safely ventilate the area or evacuate.  

While CO detectors do not serve as smoke detectors and vice versa, dual smoke/CO detectors are also sold.   Smoke detectors detect the smoke generated by                                                                        

flaming or smouldering fires, whereas CO detectors detect and warn people about dangerous CO build-up caused, for example, by a malfunctioning                                                                                            

fuel-burning device.  

CO detectors can be placed near the ceiling or near the floor because CO is very close to the same density as air. 

Combination Smoke And Carbon Monoxide Alarm (pictured) with 10-Year Battery, available from Bunnings for just under $60.00 

Seen on a Caravan at Port Augusta South Australia 

It reads as follows:-  

United Fuels wrecked my engine, refused to pay for damage, 

Lied to court, Rip off pensioners. 

 
I have NOT spoken to the owner of the sign, nor do I understand his grievance with 

UNITED FUELS.  But I guess that he is talking about contaminated diesel fuel. 

So lets discuss my 2012 Toyota Land cruiser 200 Series first.  The 4WD had done about 21,000 kilometres and Toyota had completed the 20,000 kilometre service about 1,000 kilometres ago.               

Toyota has a dual fuel filter warning light on the dash, flashing means that the fuel filter has water in it, while a solid light means that the fuel filter is blocked.  

The warning light said that the fuel filter was BLOCKED. 

I immediately went to the closest Toyota dealer.  The answer I got surprised me.  Toyota said and I quote:-. 

“WE DON’T CHANGE FUEL FILTERS UNLESS THE OWNERS REQUESTS IT”. 

When I returned home my local Toyota dealer said the same thing, they also said that I should install a secondary fuel system as it appears that most modern diesel engines are more sophisticated than 

Australian diesel fuel.  When I asked why they asked if I would like to see the three Land Cruises in their workshop with $2,000, $5,000 and $20,000 worth of damage done to the engines. 



My 4WD now has two fuel filters fitted, the normal 20 micron (or Micrometer) Toyota Filter plus a 5 micron (0.005 meters) secondary 

fuel filter.   A micrometer is defined as one-millionth of a meter.  I also get both fuel filters changed every 10,000 kilometer service. 

4WD ACTION MAGAZINE 

I recently started reading a 2016 copy of the 4WD ACTION Magazine which many pages on the subject of the reliability of Common 

Rail Diesel engines. 

The magazine teamed up with 5 of the country’s leading diesel experts.  These are a few of their comments:- 

 Fuel line pressure can be as high as 40,000 psi - compared to tyres of about 40 psi! 

 The ECU (Engine Control Unit) injects multiple bursts (commonly 3 to 4) per cylinder rotation, rather than one single burst like older mechanical diesels. 

 This helps to, one “expert said”, and I quote “I have been accused of selling contaminated fuel which is hard to prove.  The source of fuel contamination is mostly perceived to be the fuel retailer, 

when in fact it’s probably due to careless owners”.  Jerry cans are the most common cause of fuel contamination with steel being the worst.  The    contamination being rust, dirt or algae.  The fuel 

filter being the next culprit.  I again state that Toyota told me that they DO NOT change fuel filters unless the owner asks for it to be changed. 

 Another of the experts said that a quality secondary fuel filter should be fitted 

 Another expert said that vehicle manufacturers aren’t interested in hearing their engine lasts 300,000 + kilometers, but you are.  He then recommended oil changes every 5,000 kilometers and defi-

nitely NOT the 15,000 kilometers recommended by some manufacturers.   The August RACV Magazine has an article on the new Nissan Navara ST which has a recommended service period of 12 

months OR 20,000 kilometers. 

 The experts also talked about water contamination, which can be overcome by regular servicing and changing fuel filters. 

 While my secondary fuel filter is 5 micron, one expert recommended a 2 micron secondary filter. 

  Common Rail systems also have increased power per engine stroke and this helps remove traditional diesel knock. 

Official Opening of the new Office,  Recreation and Amenities Complex at the Sale Showgrounds. 

The Sale and District Agricultural Society has just recently completed the 
construction of the new office, recreation and amenities complex at the Sale 
Showgrounds. These terrific new facilities were jointly funded by the Latrobe 
Valley Authority and the Society. The opening was on October 26, 2018. 

The Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria was able to assist in the application 
for funding for this facility by providing a record of expenditure in the community 
by Association members who had stayed at the park.  It is an absolutely wonderful 
asset that will be extremely valuable to clubs using the park.  Apart from a 
fabulous meeting room with very well equipped kitchen, the amenities block has 4 
wonderful units for the disabled, a laundry and very well presented shower and 
toilet facilities. 

https://mm.carsales.com.au/carsales/adclick/FCID=-4/site=caravan.dfp/area=editorialdetails/method=get/lifestyle=/atype=features/cat=/kw=/tile=7/size=550x309/random=718033176/viewid=882996422

