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Next Delegates Meeting (Zoom) :-

7" February 2026 at 2pm

Newsletter, February 2026

President’s Report

On behalf of the ACCVic Committee, | wish all members a safe and prosperous 2026 as another year of
caravan club adventures begins. Christmas and New Year celebrations are over. | expect resolutions
made are poised to be broken, forgotten or faithfully kept.

One resolution | hope many have made and devoted to keeping is attending our State Rally at
Myrtleford in March. Roger Hadgraft and his committee have worked hard to present a varied itinerary.
See next section in this newsletter.

Equally important is supporting your own caravan club this year. The line, “Support Your Local Sheriff”,
comes to mind. Make your Rally Coordinator and Social Director’s efforts worthwhile.

Coming up on Tuesday, 3rd February is the first ACCVic Zoom Committee Meeting. Email any items of
concern well before that date to Secretary Ken using admin@accvic.org.au.

Saturday 7 February will be the first Delegates and ACCVic Committee Meeting. We will continue to
run all meetings using Zoom. At these meetings, an opportunity to present matters of concern is given
to every club representative in attendance. If you cannot attend, email any matters of concern to
Secretary Ken.

Zoom credentials will be emailed to Delegates, Secretaries and Committee members in good time.

Club representatives are invited to email ACCVic Webmaster Gary to update or create details to
promote their Club on the ACCVic website. Use webmaster@accvic.org.au to email:

e 2026 Rally Schedule

e (Changesto Club personnel: names, contact details

e Changes to Club websites as they appear on the ACCVic website
Last year | received a number of Rally Reports which | forwarded to Max Taylor, Head Editor of the
popular online GoRV magazine. Many thanks to those Clubs concerned. This opportunity exists still. It
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is an excellent way to get your Club promoted to a very wide caravanning clientele. Email such reports
with high-resolution photographs to me at president@accvic.org.au and | will forward them to Max. |
cannot guarantee their publication, but | can guarantee they will be forwarded. Go to “gorv.com.au” to
view the magazines.

Your ACCVic Committee still needs a Vice President. Contact me to learn more of what is involved.

We have a new ACCVic Newsletter Editor, Janice Hadgraft, who will certainly appreciate you emailing
her contributions for inclusion in future newsletters. Use editor@accvic.org.au.

Rin Klassen, the National Association of Caravan Clubs (NACC) secretary, tendered his resignation last
year. His replacement is yet to come forward. Should you like to know more of what is involved, give
Rin a call. 0409 658 673.

Rob Taylor and | are ACCVic’s NACC representatives again this year. Contact either of us with matters
of concern to present on your behalf.

See you at Myrtleford.
Alan Andrews
ACCVic President

2026 State Rally

Friday 20 - Monday 23 March 2026

Recreation Reserve & Showground
109 O'Donnell Avenue, Myrtleford

Registrations are now open on the ACCVic website (Click on State
Rallies+). DO NOT contact Myrtleford Showground

Register here!

Itinerary of events here!
Please Register your attendance by: Friday 27 February 2026

You may arrive earlier than Friday the 20" March, but must leave by
Wednesday the 25",

Fees before Friday and after Monday: $30 per night

Fees for Friday, Saturday and Sunday: $35 per night

All payments on Friday afternoon in the hall (cash or EFTPOS)

All sites have power and water — grey water onto the grass, black water
to onsite dump point.
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Caravan Industry Victoria

Caravan Industry Victoria (CIV) is the Association for those who are ‘manufacturing caravans,
recreational vehicles, RV accessories and technology in Victoria’. (CIA Vic - Caravans Shows,
Motorhomes, Camper Vans & Trailers | Repairs Melbourne

Videos on YouTube

Recently Caravan Industry Victoria (CIV) has released ‘Heartland’—Communication videos on
YouTube that showcase caravan companies and the actions that Caravan Industry Victoria is taking to
improve the security for caravan purchasers in Victoria. New episodes are aired on the 1% of each
month and to date there have been 2 episodes with that third due on the 1%t February.

Their advertisement for these CIV videos state: ‘Join us for multi-generational stories, behind-the-
scenes craftsmanship, and real-life journeys that prove caravan and camping isn’t just a holiday, it’s a
way of life’

Episode 2 is the story of the Logan family who was a victim of the collapse of a caravan manufacturer.
The episode also relates how Caravan Industry Victoria is responding to this issue, with its new RV
Master Accreditation Program designed to help consumers buy with confidence and will be of
interest to clubs.

The RV Master Manufacturer Rating System

The RV Master Manufacturer Accreditation Program is ‘designhed to enhance product quality,
business integrity and consumer confidence across the sector’. It includes assessment of a
company’s management systems, including: Business Systems, Quality Management, Human
Resources, Customer Service and Compliance.

You can read more about this at: RV Master — Introducing a new standard in RV Manufacturing

Already a number of Caravan Manufacturers have applied for and been granted this accreditation and
you can find their names on the website.

Itis important to note that like all accreditation programs, achieving accreditation doesn’t mean that a
manufacturer is error free but rather that it has strong management systems to respond to issues
effectively, and defined processes to self-monitor and continually improve. Ratings are given for each
of the Standards and you can also see the business’s overall rating.

“Our RV Master Manufacturer Rating System evaluates businesses based on an average of checkpoint
ratings and the percentage of checkpoints they pass. Each element of the standard is rated
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individually, providing a clear benchmark that contributes to the overall business rating, ensuring
transparency and quality across all aspects.” RV Master Manufacturer — RV Master

Average Checkpoint Percentage of
Rating Checkpoint Passed

Compliance 3.0 100%

The Standards

Business Systems 3.8 100%

Human Resources 4.0 100%

Quality Management 3.2 100%

Customer Service 35 100%

BUSINESS OVERALL RATING 3.5

(* A rating example from the website https://rvmaster.com.au )

Caravans and Floods

Sad news coming from the campground of Wye River during February with flash flooding washing
several cars out to sea, flooding caravan and camping sites. | think | speak for everyone in the
caravanning community to say that we are all relieved that there was no loss of life.

While there was little warning of what was to occur, this is also a good reminder to think about what
you would do in the event of an emergency.

This summer in Australia has seen both floods and fire and it is timely to review what you know about
identifying and responding in an emergency. Advice from the state government has included:
monitoring the weather and emergency warning on the relevant sites as well as following their advice
on travel, camping and movement near active fire fronts.

Being totally off-grid without communication can make you particularly vulnerable during severe
weather events, so it is important to consider whether it is safe to do this if there are active emergency
warnings in the area where you are planning to go.

Some useful web sites for Victoria include:

1. https://www.bom.gov.au
2. https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au
3. https://www.australianwarningsystem.com.au

Caravan Parks also have specific rules in place with regard to safety, including distance between vans
and parking with the tow bar toward the road. This last requirement is important to being able to leave
quickly if required, but | still see vans parked across sites (rather than along the site’s length),
particularly near rivers and the ocean (to get a great view and breeze). This may be problematic in the
event of an emergency to hook up your car or if leaving requires another van also to move, so worth
keeping in mind.
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While emergency services will always be the best contact for safety in emergency situations, it is also
wise for us all to consider our own strategies to support this when camping and caravanning. Examples
include:

e keeping up to date with the weather and any warnings,

e working out if there are multiple routes to leave your location,

e identifying the nearest and safest place that is high ground and working out how to get there,

e identifying the nearest ‘Neighbourhood Safer Place’ to provide a last resort during bush fire
emergencies.

Camping and Caravanning are great experiences but, like all things, it can’t be expected to be totally
relaxing — we all must keep our safety in mind at all times.

On a totally different note

A Club member has sent this in, a different way of providing accommodation in a Caravan Park, which
we thought you might find interesting. The NRMA Caravan Park in Tathra NSW is providing ‘cabin’
accommodation in what they are calling ‘Sea Pods’. These pods are made from shipping containers
that have been added to and modified. The ‘cabin’ has a double bed at one end and a toilet and shower
at the other end. In the middle is a small fridge, microwave, table and 2 chairs. This seems to be a great
way of reusing and repurposing old containers.

DISCLAIMER

The materialin this Newsletter is general commentary only and neither purports, nor isintended to be advice on
any matter. No person should act based on any matter contained in the Newsletter without considering and, if
necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances. The Association of
Caravan Clubs Victoria Inc, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim any and all liability in respect of the
whole or any part of the contents of this Newsletter.
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