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ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

ACCVic CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT.

Hi All, only missed the last meeting by one day but being jetlagged, probably

| would not have made any sense at all.

Kevin & Andrew — Ballarat CC- have been busy in my absence & have come up
with some revolutionary ideas which make a lot of sense. Our August meeting
is not so well attended as a number of members of clubs are away up north.
If their motion is successful It would therefore mean that the Executive only
would meet at that time should it prove to be necessary.

AGM in Feb would mean fees could be decided before invoices go out for the
annual fees as our PL insurance invoice arrives before that time.

As Peter Hillas advised we are returning to having a presence at Caravan & Camping Shows next year & to this end it is im-
portant for us & your club to be represented. | believe we are to be associated with CMCA at these events but will be able to
advertise the benefits of our clubs & your club in particular should you be manning the stall at the time.

Both Robert Taylor & | represented ACCVic at the celebration of RACV Caravan Club’s 80™ birthday in October. The celebration
was held at the Box Hill RSL Club. One member was congratulated on his attendance at 700 rallies. Not a bad effort, now in his
90’s & still attending rallies with the club.

I’m sure Peter Hillas will be reporting on the NACC Ltd meeting held early this month, | could not attend as it fell over the Cup

weekend & had many priors.

The Agenda looks good for this meeting & so | look forward to a good attendance & will see you there. If not, to all & with the

festive season upon us have a great Christmas & most of all keep Caravanning.
Regards to all,
Ken Slade — President.

Only 4 clubs were not represented at the November meeting. One of those clubs was on it’s Christmas outing.
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Reduced speed limits planned for unsealed roads

CARAVANNERS have welcomed (?) news that speed limits on Victoria's unsealed roads are being
reduced. The State Government is preparing to trial a 70km/h limit on all non-bitumen routes.
This comes after figures revealed that more than half the road fatalities this year occurred on
country roads. More details about the trial will be released soon. Caravanner Brian Brigston
applauded the trial, commenting: "Many of these roads are full of hoons who speed along as if

there was no tomorrow. | have had too many near misses for comfort while towing my 22ft 'van.
Anything to make these roads safer is to be welcomed." Police Minister Lisa Neville thought it had
become a necessary measure to reduce the death toll on country roads. The article was dated

16 September 2017.



Report on Progress for 2018 ACCVic State
Rally in Wodonga in October 2018

Still no request has been made for a deposit by

the Wodonga racecourse or showgrounds

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

Catering for Saturday night dinner remains as in the last report with Wodonga Football
Club. The shower situation does not seem to be a problem.

The plan for caravan sites and power is ongoing and there should be a good percentage of
power sites. Organisation of sites is under way with the help of large scale aerial photo-

graphs.
A format for the overall program for the rally has been produced and plans and costing for
the catering are well under way.

The application form and program are ready for electronic distribution.

It would be appreciated if members of other clubs who see that they could be of assistance
to the running of the program in any way could let us know of their abilities. Also NEVCC
would like to have Saturday Night entertainment provided by the talents of Victorian cara-

vanners.

Again any communications can be sent to the NEVCC president Rhona Meyers.
Phone 0432 291 332.

The Registration Form for the State Rally is included on the next page, while the proposed
program is included after the Registration Form.

NB—These documents can also be found on the Associations Website:-

WWW.accvic.org.au

Report compiled by Dick Jacob. 22/11/17
0427 208 677.



State Rally Thursday 11th October to Sunday
14th October 2018

Come and join the North East Victoria Caravan Club together with the Jayco
Owners at the Wodonga Race Course for the ACCVic State Rally, a weekend of
Great Friendship, Great Activities, Great Food and Great Fun.

The cost for a powered site is $55 for 2 nights or s7o for 3,
unpowered sites are available for $36 for 2 nights or $45 for 3.

Generators are permitted gam to 8pm and there is a “Dump point”, and plenty of
under-cover seating.

Booking forms and program are available on the ACCVic website so come
along and marvel at the talents of your fellow caravanners, and have the chance
to show us yours on a fun filled Saturday night dinner and show.




ACCVic State Rally 2018

/ - uU Wodonga Racecourse and Showgrounds ]
oL 09 John Hamilton Smith Drive, Wodonga, Vic. 3690
==ACCVic

assocarion or canavan cwwas vieroma  THUFSday 11 October — Sunday 14 October 2018, 3 nights. . .. =
Registration NEVCC
PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS FOR ALL INFORMATION

NGME OF YOUF CHUD ettt ettt et e ete e e e eeesevee e st e ennes saneeneesas

FaMily NamME/S....cvevreireieieeeetsieee e e seseseseanans AN i et

GIVEN NAME/S ottt ser e ANttt s
Any others attending. Yes/No If yes please attach a separate sheet of paper with details

AAArESS (POSTAI)..cvucrieeeeeeeirecee e st sttt e bbb b e s bbb arssbesetarestesessetaseserneens

.......................................................... State.......ccceceeennnn Postcode...........
= (2 ¢ T TA =N ( [e 1 1<) [SORem————————————————— 1Y o]
32 T 1 OO OSSR
[0 =T =T o Tor YA 0o | 7 Tt
Telephone (HOME).....oeeeiereeeceeree e MODIIE....cooveree e s

Special Needs: Please provide details on attached separate sheet of paper..

VEHICLE TYPE CAR/CARAVAN CAR/CAMPER TRAILER FIFTH WHEELER

{Clrcle} MOTORHOME MOTORHOME/CAR OTHER
VAN LENGTH IN METRES CAR REG
75( COUPLED LENGTH IN METRES VAN REG.

Will you be bringing a generator? YES/ NO. Hours are strictly 9.00 am to 8.00 pm.
If you are on power you may need a 35 metre lead and 10 Amp adaptability.

Are you bringing a pet? No pets to be around food areas. Pets must be on a leash 2 metre
length or less.

VAN SITE FEES POWERED 2 NIGHTS $55.00 | 3 NIGHTS $70.00
UNPOWERED 2 NIGHTS $36.00 3 NIGHTS $45.00

Circle which nights you are staying. Thur. Fri. Sat.

Cheques are to be made payable to: SITE FEE S

“ACCVic Inc.”

Electronic Funds Transfer t REGISTRATION FEE

ectronic Funds Transfer to: .

“ACCVic Inc.” Per Site $35.00

For EFT payment, use Full Name as reference so the $36 Per Person S &

Registrar can match your payment with your registration. Must be paid with registration.

TOTAL )

Post this completed form or a copy of it before 31st July 2018
with cheque or notification of EFT to:
The Registrar, ACCVic Rally 2018, 14 Maryville Way, THURGOONA, 2640. NSW.

* This can be 2 or 3 untagged leads plugged together. * Total length of car/4wd with caravan attached.



State Rally Proposed Program for ACCVic. October 2018.

Venue: Wodonga Racecourse and Showgrounds with on- site indoor and outdoor undercover seating,

Dump Point, Power and Showers

Thursday
11 Oct

Friday
12 Oct

Saturday
13 Oct

Sunday
14 Oct

10:00am
4:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

7:30 — 10:00pm

7:30—-8:30am
9:00am
9:45am

10:00am
12:30pm
1:00pm

5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00 —10:00pm

7:30 — 8:30am
9:00am

10:00am
12:30pm
1:30pm

5:00pm
7:00 —10:00pm

8:00am
9:00am
9:30am — 1:00pm
2:00pm

Choices:

Choices:

Choices:

Choices:

Arrivals and Registration
Afternoon tea

BYO dinner

Welcome

Trivia night

Breakfast (supplied)
Official welcome
1) Car pool and travel backroads visiting tourist spots with lunch at
Beechworth
2) Car pool to visit Wonga Wetlands with guided tour returning to
racecourse for BYO lunch
3) Car pool to visit Bonegilla Migrant Centre returning to racecourse for
BYO lunch. Guided tour is available at cost
4) Lawn bowls at Wodonga Bowling Club
5) Morning tea and Disc Bowls, Ladder Golf and board games
Communal BYO lunch
1) Car pool to visit the Barnawartha Logistics Centre
2) Car pool to visit the Flying Fruit Circus rehearsal centre — gold coin
entry donation
3) Ongoing games at the racecourse
Happy Hour
Sausage sizzle, fruit salad and cream (supplied)
Speakers and juke box dancing

Breakfast (supplied)
1) Visit local Farmer’s Markets
2) Bus trip to Bandiana Military Museum — this trip will cost $5.00/person
and includes entry fee. Must indicate interest before 12 October 2018
Morning tea
Communal BYO lunch
1) Visit Albury Botanical Gardens
2) Local tours
3) Finals of Disc Bowls and Ladder Golf
4) Board games and cards
Happy Hour
Ladies’ “Petticoat Couture” and Men’s “Top Hat and Tails”evening.
Show us your creativity! - Optional
Sit down dinner and entertainment

Breakfast (supplied)
Official farewell

Tea and coffee available
Rally finished — Travel safe

Tea and coffee available at all times with compliments of North East Victoria Caravan Club (NEVCC).
*Program subject to change if circumstances occur.




The May 2017 edition of the Caravan & motorhome magazine included an article on overweight Caravans and Motorhomes
(only 1) so this shortened version will only concentrate on Caravans.

The magazine in conjunction with Victorian Police and Vic Roads conducted the biggest weigh-in exercise in Australia at
Mallacoota and Newmerella (150 ks west of Mallacoota). Caravans, Motorhomes & Trailers were all checked for compliance
with WEIGHT and SAFETY. Vic Police focused the operation on education and NO FINES were issued in regard to weight BUT
unsuitable mirrors were acted upon.

Each caravan had its GTM (Gross Trailer Mass) measured and compared to the compliance plate. The Tow-Ball weight was
then measured and compared to the tow vehicle tow-bar rating plate. Vic Police then checked CHAINS, BREAK-AWAY braking
systems, TYRE RATINGS and INFLATION as per the compliance plate. The BRAKE CONTROLLER as well as all vehicle LIGHTS
were also checked.

The operation checked 86 trailers including 71 Caravans Motorhomes (only1) and Campers.

Only 2 drivers knew all of their weights.

Only 3 drivers had EVER weighed their rigs - | weighed my new van on the day of purchase as a previous caravans
compliance plate said 1970kg BUT it actually weighed 2200kgs when empty

58% were overweight (NEARLY 6 OUT OF 10)

5 vans were overweight by more than 20% (My van weighs 2700kg so 20% is 540kg)

In one case the tow vehicle was capable of a ball weight of 280kg BUT the actual ball weight was OVER 400kg

When you add 400 plus kg, 2 people plus their luggage and fuel in the tow vehicle then the Gross Vehicle Mass of the tow
vehicle would also be challenged—IE The tow vehicle is probably overweight

Some problems were noted when the Break-Away-Tether was not correctly attached to the car body —
I.E. - Most of us appear to connect this to the Tow Bar which is illegal, it must be attached to the body of the car

INSURANCE:- Read your policy to see what it says about driving your vehicle / caravan in an UNROADWORTHY condition

—I.E. Non-Compliant as discussed above.

PENALTIES:-
Up to 5% over the limit S 233.00
Between 5% and 10% over the limit S 311.00
Between 10% and 15% over the limit S 622.00
Between 15% and 20% over the limit $1,555.00

EXAMPLE OF POSSIBLE FINE WHEN CAR, TOW BALL, AND CARAVAN ALL OVERWEIGHT:-

Car over weight by 10% to 15% S 622.00
Tow Ball weight over by 10% to 15% S 622.00
Caravan weight over by 15% to 20% $1,555.00
TOTAL FINE $2,799.00

The Caravan and motorhome magazine have granted their permission to print this article.



present—a new tow ball.

YES—They do break. The one | saw
was broken at the top of the thread.
At least have a spare.

% Buy your Caravan a birthday
=3
-

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA

In Victoria all number plates must be affixed in an
upright position, no more than 1.3 metres off the

ground, clean and free from covers, tints and other
reflective surfaces. It must also be visible from 20

metres. The Vic Roads web site says “The Use of a "You k bod
Ou Know, somebody

actually complimented
me on my driving
today. They left a little
note on the
windscreen, it said
'Parking Fine.' So that
was nice."

vehicle with altered, incorrect or misrepresented
number plate fine is $317.00 for 2017-18.

Number Plate

Generator Box

The Number Plate on my old “Supreme Caravan” was 1.5

metres off the ground and therefore illegal. The number
plate was put there by the MANUFACTURER above a
Generator Box that they were supposed to put on the front
“A” frame. So even they get it wrong.

How to roll up extension leads:-

Here are some links that may help you roll up your extension leads without putting all those twists in them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J161Dtm5Jo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzMSwIMIlgU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTpbh2zJGhA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5ulSiroRd4

The easiest way to view the YouTube Video is to RIGHT CLICK on each of the LINKS and choose OPEN HYPERLINK.
It’s on the second last line. This will then open your web browser and the YouTube Video.

Regards — John & Vicki Kapnoullas — Victorian Caravan Club.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J16IDtm5Jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzMSwIMIlgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTpbh2zJGhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5uISiroRd4

National Association of Caravan Clubs Limited

ABN: 40 141 272 844
Address: 15 Vantage Court
Bolwarra 2320 NSW

Email: secretary@nacc.asn.au

A
NA cc v Web: www.nacc.asn.au

Update on 2017 Activities

1. AGM and Director’s meeting were held on 08-11-2017 with all State Associations represented.

NACC Directors elected for the next 12 months:-

Philip Cullen-Ward (CCQ) - new appointment

Nick Busuttil (NSW) — new appointment

Peter Hillas (ACCVic) — re-elected for another term (Chairman)

Ray Swift (ACT) — re-elected for another term (Treasurer)

Bob Williamson (ACCSA)- continuing appointment

Derek Atkinson (WAACCI) re-elected for another term

Rin Klasen (National) — re-elected for another term (Company Secretary)
Any Director on the NACC can only hold office for 3 years before being required to be elected for
a further term. There is no limit on the number of years a Director can serve on the NACC.

2. Des Hartree (NSW) who has been a long serving Director since the formation of the NACC as a
company in 2009, has retired. We are very grateful for Des’ contribution to the organisation,
especially the initiative to have Directors meet in person at least bi-annually. Des was also
instrumental in gaining access for affiliated club members to the Ken Tame Insurance scheme
negotiated with the CMCA. The NACC is now a much more effective organisation simply because
we meet regularly and have the opportunity to work collaboratively on issues of national
importance. Thanks Des for your faithful service. Itis much appreciated.

3. Thanks to the contribution received from the Canberra Caravan Club following the successful
2016 National Rally, the NACC is in a sound financial position to the point where we can now
begin to look at actions which may require some financial support to happen. The $1 per van
contribution by affiliated club members has also had a positive impact on our financial position.
Thanks to affiliated club members for supporting this initiative.

4. We received a report from the 2019 National Rally manager, Derek Atkinson who is pleased with
the registrations received to date but is keen to get the message out to all clubs that the rally is
on and should be a great event. The Albany site can accommodate 600 plus vans so we
encourage any clubs that have not as yet heeded the call, to register as soon as possible as it
helps the organising committee with their planning.

The 2022 National Rally will be run by ACCSA (South Australia) and they have selected a site in
the Riverland district at Barmera and plan to hold the rally in March 2022.

The 2025 National Rally will be run by the NSW Association and they have selected the
Hawkesbury Showground at Clarendon and plan to hold the rally in August 2025.

So, pencil in the dates now and plan other activities around them!



NACC Limited

5. Two NACC Directors attend the RV Clubs Australia (RVCAL) meetings which are held bi-annually.
Des Hartree was the NACC nominated Director on RVCAL with Rin Klasen the Alternate Director.
With the retirement of Des Hartree, Rin Klasen is now the NACC nominated Director for RVCAL
and Nick Busuttil (NSW) will be the Alternate Director.

The next RVCAL AGM and Director’s meeting will be held on 29t November and the main topic
for discussion will be the RVCAL Strategic Plan. We are hoping to create a few key actions which
support the Strategic Plan to ensure that we achieve what we set out to do.

6. The topic of “Lemon” caravans received much discussion with documents tabled on information
and actions which have happened to date. As this is an issue for all RV travellers, the matter has
been referred to RVCAL where liaison with the CIAA is being established so the issues can be
addressed with the manufacturers.

Peter Hillas offered to take individual cases where RV owners have failed to get the desired
outcome in relation to major faults for RV’s manufactured in Victoria direct to the manufacturer.
Obviously, Peter will need as much evidence of steps taken to correct the problems before he
can act. Contact the NACC Secretary who will pass on the details to Peter.

7. Progress on developing a national version of the highly successful Locality Expenditure Database
(LED) created by CCQ has not happened this year but is an action to be followed up before the
next Director’s meeting in March 2018.

Page 2 of 2

Going on extended holidays. My Insurance In one of my grandson’s school
Company (RACV) says that you should reports, the geography

: teacher’s comment said it all
notify them as soon as you depart on your

holiday IF THE HOUSE IS LEFT VACANT. He does well to find his way

home”

The Ballarat

Great Outdoor and 4 x 4 Expo

March 2nd — 4th 2018
Ballarat Showgrounds, Cnr Creswick Rd and Howitt St Ballarat



Mobile phone use by bicycle riders and users of

wheeled recreational devices

A bicycle rider using a phone while cycling will be treated the
same way as car drivers, with police empowered to issue on-the-
spot fines of $476.00 to any cyclist using a hand-held phone
while riding.

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN cLuBs victoria  Cyclists are exempt from fines if the phone is secured in a
mounting fixed to the bicycle (not held by the rider), or is not
being held and doesn't require the rider to touch the phone.

SEEne ey Windsor
=0 Tl vith

?ﬁ The Coromal Windsor 17th National Caravan Clubs Rally
' Amazing Albany: Centennial Park North Road Albany
Monday 14 October to Tuesday 22 October, 2019 (9 Nights)
CO'RO‘M AL .\N.I N [?SOR www.17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au
"‘Irr,t,; 4 f‘?’:i'.lr+ Wh 2019

Registration inquiries should be addressed to registrar@17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au

You can also order Rally Merchandise by selecting the RALLY tab and RALLY MERCHANDISE tab
(Remember you must quote your Rally ID on the order form.

Rally Newsletters can be accessed from the NEWSLETTERS Tab

Please speak to your club members and ask them to visit the rally webpage to register and
access the Rally Newsletters

Derek Atkinson - Rally Manager

Instant Gas Hot Water units now available. No more changing anodes.
The model | looked at was called the TRUMA AQUAGO.

Google “truma aquago” for more info.

Note to Trump—Don’t blow it. Good planets are hard to find.

Eatthoss yegoles orbllchance Could Clubs send a list of
their 2018 rallies to the

ACCVic Secretary at

admin@accyvic.org.au

THANKS



http://www.17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au
mailto:admin@accvic.org.au

Report Spending:-

As of 31st October 2017 there have been 60 reports of spending
lodged between 1/1/17 — 31/10/17 to a total value spend of

;/ $236,000. This equates to just under $4,000 per rally.
ACCVic We currently have 23 clubs and would anticipate that each club

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA hgs approximate|y 10 rallies a year.

In a perfect world, this would equated to 230 rallies and we would expect an equivalent number of
reports of spending. Unfortunately less than 26% of rally spends are being reported.

REPORT RALLY SPENDS TO THE ACCVIC SECRETARY AT :- admin@accvic.com.au or Club Secretaries
can put it on the website which is the preferred method. Please include date and place of Rally plus

percentage of members attending.

Caravan Shows for 2018 — manning the Melbourne show — contact list for the shows.

The application for a stand at each of the four caravan shows organised by CIL has been approved by the show
organisers. This will be run in conjunction with CMCA.

These four shows are - Melbourne Supershow, Melbourne Showgrounds 21-26 February 2018
- Wodonga in August 2018
- Sandown in October 2018, and
- Bendigo in November 2018

You can always promote your own club at other Caravan Shows around Victoria.

Peter Hillas has requested that clubs submit recent photos of club activities suitable to be
included on the promotional material to be used at these four shows. Please send any photos to the secretary or
directly to peterhillas@bigpond.com.

Quotes for 1000 pens and spiral bound notepads, both with name ACCVic and website have been obtained and

approved. These are to be handed to people genuinely interested in joining a caravan club at the shows.

A roster for people to put their names on will be sent to all clubs within the next week.

When Grandma Goes To Court

Lawyers should never ask a Mississippi grandma a question if they
aren't prepared for the answer.

In a trial, @ Southern small-town prosecuting attorney called his first witness,
a grandmotherly, elderly woman to the stand. He approached her and asked,
'Mrs. Jones, do you know me?' She responded, 'Why, yes, I do know you, Mr.
Williams. I've known you since you were a boy, and frankly, you've been a
big disappointment to me. You lie, you cheat on your wife, and you
manipulate people and talk about them behind their backs. You think you're a
big shot when you haven't the brains to realize you'll never amount to
anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know you.'

The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do, he pointed across the
room and asked, 'Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?'

She again replied, "Why yes, I do. I've known Mr. Bradley since he was a

youngster, too. He's lazy, bigoted, and he has a drinking problem. He can't build a normal relationship with
anyone, and his law practice is one of the worst in the entire state. Not to mention he cheated on his wife
with three different women. One of them was your wife. Yes, I know him.'

The defense attorney nearly died.

The judge asked both counselors to approach the bench and, in a very quiet voice, said,

'If either of you idiots asks her if she knows me, I'll send you both to the electric chair.'



mailto:admin@accvic.com.au
mailto:peterhillas@bigpond.com

IMPORTANT DECISIONS FROM THE
NOVEMBER 2017

ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN CLUBS VICTORIA ACCVIC MEETING
MOTION Number 1:-

That the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria & Their Members Inc. hold THREE General
Meetings per year, in February, May & November for the Member Clubs, except the 2 Tasmanian
based clubs, and the August Meeting to be held by the Executive and Committee.

Moved: Andy Grenfell Seconded : Robert Taylor Carried

MOTION Number 2:-

That Membership of the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria and Their Members Inc. be
$100.00 per year but if your Club attends TWO meetings, with ONE being the Annual General
Meeting, per year your membership will be Reduced to the fee set at the Annual General

Meeting.

Moved: Kevin Doherty Seconded: Harald Pries. Carried

Discussion took place on the following suggestion:-

That the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria and Their Members Inc., have their Annual
General Meeting on the First Saturday in February and their Financial Year end on the

31% December each year.

It was felt that this change would be good for clarity of receiving the insurance quote and being
able to set the membership fee and know the number of member clubs before payment was
made. However some clubs were not happy with the first Saturday in February as that was the
date of their first rally for the year. Others were very happy to have it moved from the last
Saturday as that clashed with their AGM. As this would be a change to the constitution no
decision can be made without a special meeting and the result would not come into effect until

2019.

Could clubs please notify the secretary of their usual practice for rallies during February so that a
decision can be made about the most suitable weekend. As clubs are expected to attend the
AGM this is an important decision. Because 12 months’ notice will be given, some flexibility in

an Touring Caravan Motorhome and Campi

ATRVC which is Australian Touring RV Clut




