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Delegate’s Meetings up 
to the next AGM:- 
To be held at Ross House,                       

247 Flinders Lane Melbourne.                  

4th Floor. Room 4.1                                    

Hayden Raysmith Room. 

24th February 2018 10:30am.                       

(last Saturday of month) 

26th May 2018 10:30am (AGM)                  
(last Saturday of month) 

ACCVic CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

Hi All, only missed the last meeting by one day but being jetlagged, probably     

I would not have made any sense at all. 

Kevin & Andrew – Ballarat CC- have been busy in my absence & have come up 

with some revolutionary ideas which make a lot of sense. Our August meeting 

is not so well attended as a number of members of clubs are away up north.    

If their motion is successful It would therefore mean that the Executive only 

would meet at that time should it prove to be necessary. 

AGM in Feb would mean fees could be decided before invoices go out for the 

annual fees as our PL insurance invoice arrives before that time. 

As Peter Hillas advised we are returning to having a presence at Caravan & Camping Shows next year & to this end it is im-

portant for us & your club to be represented. I believe we are to be associated with CMCA at these events but will be able to 

advertise the benefits of our clubs & your club in particular should you be manning the stall at the time. 

Both Robert Taylor & I represented ACCVic at the celebration of RACV Caravan Club’s 80th birthday in October. The celebration 

was held at the Box Hill RSL Club. One member was congratulated on his attendance at 700 rallies. Not a bad effort, now in his 

90’s & still attending rallies with the club. 

I’m sure Peter Hillas will be reporting on the NACC Ltd meeting held early this month, I could not attend as it fell over the Cup 

weekend & had many priors. 

The Agenda looks good for this meeting & so I look forward to a good attendance & will see you there. If not, to all & with the 

festive season upon us have a great Christmas & most of all keep Caravanning. 

Regards to all, 

Ken Slade – President. 

Only 4 clubs were not represented at the November meeting.  One of those clubs was on it’s Christmas outing. 

Reduced speed limits planned for unsealed roads 

CARAVANNERS have welcomed (?) news that speed limits on Victoria's unsealed roads are being 

reduced. The State Government is preparing to trial a 70km/h limit on all non-bitumen routes. 

This comes after figures revealed that more than half the road fatalities this year occurred on 

country roads. More details about the trial will be released soon.   Caravanner Brian Brigston     

applauded the trial, commenting: "Many of these roads are full of hoons who speed along as if 

there was no tomorrow. I have had too many near misses for comfort while towing my 22ft 'van. 

Anything to make these roads safer is to be welcomed." Police Minister Lisa Neville thought it had 

become a necessary measure to reduce the death toll on country roads.  The article was dated    

16 September 2017. 



Report on Progress for 2018 ACCVic State 

Rally in Wodonga in October 2018 

Still no request has been made for a deposit by 

the Wodonga racecourse or showgrounds 

Catering for Saturday night dinner remains as in the last report with Wodonga Football 

Club.   The shower situation does not seem to be a problem. 

The plan for caravan sites and power is ongoing and there should be a good percentage of 

power sites.  Organisation of sites is under way with the help of large scale aerial photo-

graphs. 

A format for the overall program for the rally has been produced and plans and costing for 

the catering are well under way. 

The application form and program are ready for electronic distribution. 

It would be appreciated if members of other clubs who see that they could be of assistance 

to the running of the program in any way could let us know of their abilities.  Also NEVCC 

would like to have Saturday Night entertainment provided by the talents of Victorian cara-

vanners. 

Again any communications can be sent to the NEVCC president Rhona Meyers.              

Phone 0432 291 332. 

The Registration Form for the State Rally is included on the next page, while the proposed 

program is included after the Registration Form. 

 

NB—These documents can also be found on the Associations Website:- 

www.accvic.org.au 
 

 

Report compiled by Dick Jacob.  22/11/17 

0427 208 677. 

 



 State Rally Thursday 11th October to Sunday 
14th October 2018 

Come and join the North East Victoria Caravan Club together with the Jayco 
Owners at the Wodonga Race Course for the ACCVic State Rally, a weekend of 
Great Friendship, Great Activities, Great Food and Great Fun. 
 

The cost for a powered site is $55 for 2 nights or $70 for 3, 
unpowered sites are available for $36 for 2 nights or $45 for 3. 
 
Generators are permitted 9am to 8pm and there is a “Dump point”, and plenty of 
under-cover seating. 

 
Booking forms and program are available on the ACCVic website so come 

along and marvel at the talents of your fellow caravanners, and have the chance 
to show us yours on a fun filled Saturday night dinner and show. 



 

 
This can be 2 or 3 untagged leads plugged together.                     Total length of car/4wd with caravan attached.                  

 

 





The May 2017 edition of the Caravan & motorhome magazine included an article on overweight Caravans and Motorhomes 

(only 1) so this shortened version will only concentrate on Caravans. 

The magazine in conjunction with Victorian Police and Vic Roads conducted the biggest weigh-in exercise in Australia at       

Mallacoota and Newmerella (150 ks west of Mallacoota).   Caravans, Motorhomes & Trailers were all checked for compliance 

with WEIGHT and SAFETY.  Vic Police focused the operation on education and NO FINES were issued in regard to weight BUT 

unsuitable mirrors were acted upon.  

Each caravan had its GTM (Gross Trailer Mass) measured and compared to the compliance plate.  The Tow-Ball weight was 

then measured and compared to the tow vehicle tow-bar rating plate.  Vic Police then checked CHAINS, BREAK-AWAY braking 

systems, TYRE RATINGS and INFLATION as per the compliance plate.  The BRAKE CONTROLLER as well as all vehicle LIGHTS 

were also checked. 

The operation checked 86 trailers including 71 Caravans Motorhomes (only1) and Campers.   

Only 2 drivers knew all of their weights. 

Only 3 drivers had EVER weighed their rigs  -  I weighed my new van on the day of purchase as a previous caravans        

compliance plate said 1970kg BUT it actually weighed 2200kgs when empty 

58% were overweight (NEARLY 6 OUT OF 10) 

5 vans were overweight by more than 20% (My van weighs 2700kg so 20% is 540kg) 

In one case the tow vehicle was capable of a ball weight of 280kg BUT the actual ball weight was OVER 400kg 

When you add 400 plus kg, 2 people plus their luggage and fuel  in the tow vehicle then the Gross Vehicle Mass of the tow 

vehicle would also be challenged—IE The tow vehicle is probably overweight 

Some problems were noted when the Break-Away-Tether was not correctly attached to the car body –                                       

I.E. -  Most of us appear to connect this to the Tow Bar which is illegal, it must be attached to the body of the car 

INSURANCE:-  Read your policy to see what it says about driving your vehicle / caravan in an UNROADWORTHY condition 

– I.E. Non-Compliant as discussed above. 

PENALTIES:-   

Up to 5% over the limit    $   233.00 

Between 5% and 10% over the limit  $   311.00 

Between 10% and 15% over the limit  $   622.00 

Between 15% and 20% over the limit  $1,555.00 

 

EXAMPLE OF POSSIBLE FINE WHEN CAR, TOW BALL, AND CARAVAN ALL OVERWEIGHT:- 

 

Car over weight by 10% to 15%   $   622.00 

Tow Ball weight over by 10% to 15%  $   622.00 

Caravan weight over by 15% to 20%  $1,555.00 

TOTAL FINE      $2,799.00 

 

The Caravan and motorhome magazine have granted their permission to print this article. 



Buy your Caravan a birthday 

present—a new tow ball. 
YES—They do break.  The one I saw 

was broken at the top of the thread.   

At least have a spare. 

In Victoria all number plates must be affixed in an       

upright position, no more than 1.3 metres off the 

ground, clean and free from covers, tints and other    

reflective surfaces.  It must also be visible from 20     

metres.  The Vic Roads web site says “The Use of a    

vehicle with altered, incorrect or misrepresented     

number plate fine is $317.00 for 2017-18. 

 

The Number Plate on my old “Supreme Caravan” was 1.5 

metres off the ground and therefore illegal.  The number 

plate was put there by the MANUFACTURER above a        

Generator Box that they were supposed to put on the front 

“A” frame.  So even they get it wrong.   

"You know, somebody 
actually complimented 

me on my driving       
today. They left a little 

note on the              
windscreen, it said 

'Parking Fine.' So that 
was nice." 

How to roll up extension leads:- 

 

Here are some links that may help you roll up your extension leads without putting all those twists in them. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J16IDtm5Jo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzMSwIMIlgU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTpbh2zJGhA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5uISiroRd4 
 
The easiest way to view the YouTube Video is to RIGHT CLICK on each of the LINKS and choose OPEN HYPERLINK.                         
It’s on the second last line.  This will then open your web browser and the YouTube Video. 
 
 
Regards — John & Vicki Kapnoullas — Victorian Caravan Club. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J16IDtm5Jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzMSwIMIlgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTpbh2zJGhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5uISiroRd4




Going on extended holidays.  My Insurance 

Company (RACV) says that you should       

notify them as soon as you depart on your 

holiday IF THE HOUSE IS LEFT VACANT. 

In one of my grandson’s school 

reports, the geography             

teacher’s comment said it all  

“He does well to find his way 

home” 



A bicycle rider using a phone while cycling will be treated the 
same way as car drivers, with police empowered to issue on-the-
spot fines of $476.00 to any cyclist using a hand-held phone 
while riding. 
Cyclists are exempt from fines if the phone is secured in a 
mounting fixed to the bicycle (not held by the rider), or is not 
being held and doesn't require the rider to touch the phone. 

The Coromal Windsor 17th National Caravan Clubs Rally  
Amazing Albany: Centennial Park North Road Albany  
Monday 14 October to Tuesday 22 October, 2019 (9 Nights)  
www.17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au 
 

Registration inquiries should be addressed to registrar@17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au  

You can also order Rally Merchandise by selecting the RALLY tab and RALLY MERCHANDISE tab 

(Remember you must quote your Rally ID on the order form.  

Rally Newsletters can be accessed from the NEWSLETTERS Tab  

Please speak to your club members and ask them to visit the rally webpage to register and       

access the Rally Newsletters  

Derek Atkinson  -  Rally Manager  

Instant Gas Hot Water units  now available.  No more changing anodes.  

The model I looked at was called the TRUMA AQUAGO.                          

Google “truma aquago” for more info. 

Note to Trump—Don’t blow it.  Good planets are hard to find. 

Could Clubs send a list of 

their 2018 rallies to the 

ACCVic Secretary at       

admin@accvic.org.au 

THANKS  

http://www.17thnationalcaravanrally.org.au
mailto:admin@accvic.org.au


In a perfect world, this would equated to 230 rallies and we would expect an equivalent number of      

reports of spending.  Unfortunately less than 26% of rally spends are being reported. 

 

REPORT RALLY SPENDS TO THE ACCVIC SECRETARY AT :-  admin@accvic.com.au or Club Secretaries  

can put it on the website which is the preferred method.   Please include date and place of Rally plus 

percentage of members attending. 

Report Spending:- 

As of 31st October 2017 there have been 60 reports of spending 

lodged between 1/1/17 – 31/10/17 to a total value spend of 

$236,000. This equates to just under $4,000 per rally.               

We currently have 23 clubs and would anticipate that each club 

has approximately 10 rallies a year.  

Caravan Shows for 2018 – manning the Melbourne show – contact list for the shows. 
 
The application for a stand at each of the four caravan shows organised by CIL has been approved by the show 
organisers.  This will be run in conjunction with CMCA. 
 
These four shows are - Melbourne Supershow, Melbourne Showgrounds 21-26 February 2018 
                                    - Wodonga in August 2018 
                                    - Sandown in October 2018, and 
                                    - Bendigo in November 2018 
 
You can always promote your own club at other Caravan Shows around Victoria. 
 

Peter Hillas has requested that clubs submit recent photos of club activities suitable to be 
included on the promotional material to be used at these four shows.  Please send any photos to the secretary or 
directly to peterhillas@bigpond.com.  
Quotes for 1000 pens and spiral bound notepads, both with name ACCVic and website have been obtained and 
approved.  These are to be handed to people genuinely interested in joining a caravan club at the shows. 
A roster for people to put their names on will be sent to all clubs within the next week. 

mailto:admin@accvic.com.au
mailto:peterhillas@bigpond.com


MOTION Number 2:- 

That Membership of the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria and Their Members Inc. be 
$100.00 per year but if your Club attends TWO meetings, with ONE being the Annual General 
Meeting, per year your membership will be Reduced to the fee set at the Annual General    
Meeting. 
 
Moved: Kevin Doherty Seconded: Harald Pries.     Carried 

 

Discussion took place on the following suggestion:- 
 

That the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria and Their Members Inc., have their Annual 

General Meeting on the First Saturday in February and their Financial Year end on the               

31st December each year. 

It was felt that this change would be good for clarity of receiving the insurance quote and being 

able to set the membership fee and know the number of member clubs before payment was 

made.  However some clubs were not happy with the first Saturday in February as that was the 

date of their first rally for the year.  Others were very happy to have it moved from the last        

Saturday as that clashed with their AGM.  As this would be a change to the constitution no       

decision can be made without a special meeting and the result would not come into effect until 

2019.   

 

Could clubs please notify the secretary of their usual practice for rallies during February so that a 

decision can be made about the most suitable weekend.  As clubs are expected to attend the 

AGM this is an important decision.  Because 12 months’ notice will be given, some flexibility in 

MOTION Number 1:- 
That the Association of Caravan Clubs of Victoria & Their Members Inc. hold THREE General 
Meetings per year, in February, May & November for the Member Clubs, except the 2 Tasmanian 
based clubs, and the August Meeting to be held by the Executive and Committee. 
 

Moved: Andy Grenfell  Seconded :  Robert Taylor  Carried 

For your information there has been a change of name for ATCMCC  

(Australian Touring Caravan Motorhome and Camping Club) 

to ATRVC which is Australian Touring RV Club. 

 


