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ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN 
CLUBS VICTORIA AND THEIR 
MEMBERS INC. 

NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2016 VOLUME 31 - ISSUE 1 

Next Delegate’s Meeting / AGM 

Sat 21st May 2016 Gateway Lifestyle (formerly Welcome 

Stranger Holiday Park), 263 Scott Parade Ballarat 1.00pm. 

This is also the A.G.M. 

Looking for a NEW Secretary. 

Our current Secretary (Ken Slade) is vacating this position at the 

AGM in May after serving many years at the helm and we wish to 

thank Ken for all of his hard work and commitment to ACCVIC and 

the Clubs. 

This role is an important one for us and we ask you all to consider 

taking this opportunity to support the organisation and clubs by 

nominating. 

Anyone interested, please contact Laurie Allen (President) on 03 

9720 4572 or at mljallen@bigpond.com.  

Clubs now have their own login for ACCVIC web site. 

Our web site at http://www.accvic.org.au has undergone some 

significant changes. 

The use of the Delegates Login and Password has been removed. 

You will now see a link in the Main Menu titled “Clubs” under which 

will appear a “Login” option. 

Once you use the credentials (I will be sending to Club Contacts), 

this will allow you to see details specific to your club, these include: 

 Ability to view Invoices and receipt number for payments to 

ACCVIC. 

 Record and maintain your clubs details with ACCVIC. 

 Record holders of positions within your club. 

 Record any Club Rally Spending. 

 Report an Incident. 

New Secretary 

Required 

Position to be filled at 

May AGM. 

2018 State Rally 

Planning Underway. 

Public Liability 

Insurance 

New policy benefits all 
Clubs. 

CONTACT US 

ACCVIC Inc. 

03 9764 1686 

admin@accvic.org.au 

 

newsletter@accvic.org.au 

webmaster@accvic.org.au 

www.accvic.org.au 
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 Obtain a number of reports, in PDF format of your clubs information. 

 View Newsletter 

 View a range of Reports (Meeting Minutes, NACC and RV Australia). 

 View a range of Documents (Constitution, Rules/By-Laws and Public Liability Insurance). 

Remember: The information you enter will become the official record of membership with ACCVIC and will 

provide us, as well as interested parties looking for a club, with up-to-date contact information. 

The onus will be on Club Secretaries (or appointed person) to update information when it is relevant to do 
so, usually after your AGM. 

Club Secretaries/Contacts will receive the club’s login credentials by email in the next few days. 

Those experiencing any issues should contact Gary Fitzgerald (Webmaster) on 0425 792933. 

Also remember that clubs can have their own web page as part of the ACCVIC web site, as a number of 
clubs are now doing. See them under Clubs | Club Pages in the site Menu. Again, Gary is the contact for 
this service. 

“A journey is like marriage. The certain way to be wrong is to think you 

control it.” – John Steinbeck 

Regions and Clubs assigned for ACCVIC State Rallies of the future. 

 
Hume 2018 
 

 
Loddon Mallee 2021 

Corbam 
N E Vic. 
N E Rovers 
Jayco Owners 

Central Vic. 
Bendigo 
Aussie Adv. 
Cell Owners 

 
Grampians 2024 
 

 
Barwon 2027 

Ballarat 
Wimmera 
Knox 
Masonic 

Western Dist. 
ATCM&CC 
Coromal 
C F A 

 
Gippsland 2030 

 
Metro 2033 
 

Victoria 
Gippsland 
Combined 
Nomads Victoria 
WVL 

R A C V 
Div. 1 – Div. 5 
 

“A journey is best measured in friends, rather than miles.” – Tim Cahill
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Who is covered under our Public Liability Insurance Scheme? 

There seems to be some misunderstanding amongst van owners as to who/what is actually covered. 

Van Owners are NOT covered, as you have your own PLI built in to your Car/Caravan Insurance. 

The CLUB Committee IS covered for any claim made against the club, due to their negligence. 

The ACCVIC Committee IS covered for any claim made against ACCVIC, due to their negligence. 

Remember, each club, as an Incorporated Association is bound by Legislation to have Public Liability 

Insurance cover. 

Here are a couple of basic/simple examples: 

 A Club member or member of the General Public trips over the footpath at a Caravan Park and are 

injured - need to approach the Caravan Park as this is their responsibility. 

 

 A Club Member or member of the general public trips over a Club Member’s Tent/annex peg/rope – 

This is the responsibility of the Caravan/Annex owner and should be covered under their Caravan 

Insurance which should include Public Liability. 

 

 A Club member or a member of the General Public trips over an Annexe (erected by the club) peg – 

then the Individual Caravan Club is responsible - This is covered under the ACCVIC Scheme Public 

Liability Policy. 

 

 A Club member or a member of the General Public trips over an Annexe (erected by ACCVIC) peg – 

then ACCVIC responsible - This is covered under the ACCVIC Scheme Public Liability Policy. 

In the event of an incident occurring, it must be reported to the ACCVIC Secretary within 48 hours, 

regardless of whether a claim is intended or not. You can report an incident through the ACCVIC web site. 

Gary Fitzgerald 

Treasurer ACCVIC 

Your caravan must be roadworthy (tip from VicRoads) 

To be towed on the road, caravans must be roadworthy. 

You should regularly check your caravan to make sure the: 

 coupling and safety chains are in good condition 

 brakes and external lights are working 

 wheels, bearings, tyres and suspension are in good condition, especially if you haven't used the 

caravan for a while  

 tyres are of the same construction on all wheels and have a tread depth of 1.6mm or more. 

If you are unsure how to do this, a mechanic can help you. It is also a good idea to have a mechanic 

regularly service your caravan. 
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TYRE FAILURES. 

In recent months, several members of the Knox Caravan & Camping Club Inc. have experienced 

catastrophic tyre failure on a caravan wheel. There has been lots of talk about tyres failing due to age, even 

though the tyres in question still had plenty of tread, and appeared to be in good condition. We have tended 

to assume that age was probably the cause, but was it? 

Over and over, whilst researching this article, I have heard “Most tyre failures are due to excessive heat 

build-up caused by under-inflation. Now, we can’t control aging, but tyre inflation can be easily handled in 

the garage, at home, before the trip starts. ALWAYS measure tyre pressure when the tyre is cold. 

The next step is to decide how much pressure is enough? 

 Put your van, when fully loaded for a trip, over a weighbridge, with only the van wheels on the 

platform, not the jockey wheel, and obtain a reading.  (Say 1500kg) 

 Divide that reading by the number of van wheels. (1500/2 = 750kg for single axle, or  

o 1500/4 = 375kg for a dual axle.)  

o This tells you the Actual Tyre Load which must be carried by each tyre. 

 On the wall of one of the tyres to be used, find the Load/Inflation rating for the tyre.  

 The example I checked showed the following: 

o Single (Axle) 850kg at 450kpa (65psi) COLD 

o Dual (Axle) 800kg at 450kpa (65psi) COLD 

 This gives us the Maximum Tyre Load which these tyres can safely carry, and this figure MUST be 

greater than the Actual Tyre load calculated in Step 2 above for that tyre to be suitable (SAFE) for 

this van. 

 If the Actual Tyre Load is 80% or more of the Maximum Tyre Load, use the tyre pressure as 

indicated on the tyre wall. See Step 3 above.  For less than 80%, the pressure may be reduced, 

perhaps on the advice of a Tyre Technician. 

 

Other factors which may affect the tyre’s safe life include exposure to ultraviolet light, including sunlight, 

spilled solvents, and ozone, e.g. emitted by electric motors/generators or arc welders. 
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To determine the age of a tyre, refer to the manufacturers date code engraved on each tyre, In this 

photograph of a tyre sidewall, the manufacturing date code shown is 0612.  

The 06 stands for the 6th week of the year and the 12 stands for the year of manufacture, 2012. 

If any tyre is six years old or more, it may suffer from the natural aging process of rubber, and replacement 

should be considered, even if the tread depth is still legal. If the date code has only 3 digits, its build date is 

pre 2000 and probably should be binned. 

The generous assistance provided by Goodyear, Dunlop Tyres Australia and Kmart Tyre & 

Auto is gratefully acknowledged. 

Laurie Allen 

“There are no foreign lands. It is the traveller only who is foreign.” – 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

Have you got any photos like these? 

    

 

If so, send them to us.  
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RV CLUBS OF AUSTRALIA REPORT 

Directors of RV Clubs of Australia Ltd wish to pass on good wishes to all clubs for a great year of Rallies 

and Friendship and may your numbers continue to grow. 

Our meeting held in Newcastle last December was a twofold one, the first being the AGM where no Director 

positions became available, therefore there was no need for an election. Ken Kipping being retained as 

Chairman and Government Liaison Officer. With Richard Barwick retained as Company Secretary. 

This was the followed by a General Meeting Items discussed as follows. 

1/ Future of RVCAL 

Ken reported that government bodies liked the concept of one voice and were pleased that this was the 

way of the future. 

2/Web Site 

It was reported that the domain name for the web site was still under Caravanning Queensland’s name. 

Our solicitors will handle it. Note this has now been done and matter corrected. 

3/The matter of Vic Parks RV Friendly Community scheme was discussed. Richard informed that 

the scheme promotes Caravan Parks not campgrounds and that they have a Brown and White sign. 

General discussion followed with items such as the roll out of RV Parks for CMCA members; whether they 

were full of associate members these basic parks would be available to members only. Usual discussion on 

poor take up of insurance on offer to caravanners etc. 

Next meeting 15 June 2106 

Brian Kelleher 

Director 

RVCAL 

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things 

you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines, 

sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 

Explore. Dream. Discover.” – Mark Twain 

Promoting Cavanning 

Peter Hillas is asking for Volunteers for the up and coming Caravan/Leisure Shows. 

The Albury/Wodonga and Bendigo shows are covered by the local clubs in those areas, so we need more 

volunteers for the Metropolitan shows. No Volunteers, No Promotion. 

Please contact Peter at peterhillas@bigpond.com.  
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We also need some recent photos of Club activities to use at the promotions. I am sure there are plenty out 

there, so send them to Peter. 

Public Liability Insurance 

No doubt many of you have heard a little about the recent Public Liability Insurance dramas, so to put the 

record straight, here are the facts: 

 Our previous policy expired at 4pm on Sun 28th February 2016. 

 About 2 weeks before the renewal was due, we were advised by the Broker that the Insurance 

Company wanted specific information from each club (income, members, previous and current rally 

list). 

 Once we had the information, we forwarded it to the Broker. 

 We were then informed that clubs with over 100 vans would need to purchase their own PLI and 

only clubs under 100 vans could be included in our scheme. 

 As well as all that, the overall premium was going to rise by 330%. You can imagine how excited we 

were! 

 This meant the clubs over 100 vans were going to pay more and the clubs in our scheme were also 

going to pay more. 

 We asked the current Insurer, why the extremely large increase? The answer was simple, “You have 

been paying too low a premium for far too long”. 

 We then approached a number of Insurers/Brokers to see if we could obtain a better deal. Keep in 

mind the renewal/expiry date was fast approaching. 

 At the ACCVIC meeting on Sat 27th Feb it was decided that we would retain the current policy (as 

we had no choice), as all quotes we received were far in excess of the renewal quote. This meant a 

sharp rise from $3 a van to $7 a van. 

 Whilst all this was happening, I had approached another Broker in the meantime, as a last ditch 

effort, still waiting for confirmation of a quote. 

 On Tue 1st March we received some good news, a much lower quote than our renewal and it would 

also include clubs with over 100 vans. 

 This meant an increase to $5 was required (far better than $7). 

 After a quick email around to clubs/delegates, we were given approval to rescind the previous 

motion for increase to $7 and affirm the motion to accept the new $5 deal. 

 This now meant all clubs, big or small, were covered under our new scheme. 

 I have been advised by the new Broker, that the new policy start will commence from the expiry of 

the old policy 4pm 28th Feb 2016 through to 4pm 28th Feb 2017. 

 Invoices have been sent to all clubs for the PLI increase. 

 Once I have received the Policy documentation, they will be available from the ACCVIC web site. 

Gary Fitzgerald 

Treasurer ACCVIC 

Change of Name 

The “Jayco Nomads Victoria Inc.” have changed their name to “Nomads Victoria Inc.”. 
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President’s Report. 

(Melbourne February 2016) 

Well, it’s more like an appeal than a Report.  

At the A.G.M. in May we must appoint a new Secretary. Ken Slade has 

filled this role for seven years, but now feels that his enthusiasm for the job 

is waning. His work in this Position has been untiring and First Class, and 

he has been a great help to me since I became President. He has now 

decided to step down, and will definitely not be available for re-election. 

It is, perhaps, a statement of the obvious, that if we don’t have a Secretary, then we don’t 

have an Association, so I am appealing to all Member Clubs to nominate a member who is 

willing to accept this office. If you are able to do this, please contact me as soon as possible, 

rather than wait until the Meeting, on 03 9720 4572 or at mljallen@bigpond.com as a matter 

of urgency. Ken is willing to offer any assistance necessary. 

My next appeal is to every Club Secretary. Please notify this association when your group 

elects a new committee. Ideally, with the name, address, phone number and email address of 

the new President, Secretary, and Association Delegates, so that we can communicate with 

the correct people. 

Laurie Allen 

President 

 

“Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is 

no path and leave a trail” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

Happy 

Easter 

 


